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Lebanon Support launched its Gender Equity and Information Network, part of the Civil
Society Knowledge Center, in 2013. The main purpose of this knowledge production and
sharing initiative is to bring together civil society organizations, researchers, practitioners
and experts working together to enhance the development of, and access to knowledge and
evidence-hased research, information and literature on gender issues and concerns. Research
findings as well as roundtable discussions all seemed to converge on an impottant knowledge
gap in gender literature in Lebanon: a reflection and knowledge production on concepts and
terms related to gender in Arabic was quasi non-existent. Practitioner’s initiatives do exist,
but seem to either cover specific areas of focus often limited to gender based violence, or - if
conceptualized more broadly - are displayed as glossaries.

This dictionary, that we have envisioned as a practical bilingual tool bhased on theoretical
debates and empirical findings, aims to achieve at least the following objectives: to gather, in
Arabic and English, original multidisciplinary research on gender and sexuality concepts and
terms, from a feminist perspective and in a user and reader friendly format. Our aim is to look
at the localized usages of the terms and concepts, examining their history and the contexts in
which they have emerged, and how these concepts have “traveled”, transnationally, but also
between the different spheres of activism, expertise or academia.

The bilingual dictionary is constituted of 25 entries, organized in alphabetical order with their
equivalent and definitions in both Arabic and English. The terms and concepts have been
selected based on a series of consultations with gender academics, experts and practitioners
as well as activists in Lebanon. They cover established terms and concepts along with
emerging ones, in an attempt to highlight the diversity of schools of thought, of paradigms
and practices.

Each entry or definition proposes a general presentation of the term, a synthetic overview
of its inherent debates with a focus on its local usages and understandings. This bilingual
dictionary is the result of a long and intense journey for the Lebanon Support team; we thank
all experts, activists, and academics who have contributed at all stages of its inception and
production and hope it contributes to creating a space and opportunity for discussions among
all actors in Lebanon and the region.
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Market forces, modern imperialism and notions of heauty derived from the
academic field of aesthetics for the past three centuries are shaping global
constructions of gendered beauty norms. Feminist scholars and activists
have analyzed beauty standards as oppressive, as limiting freedom, and
conducive to an unhealthy rapport with one’s body. They have also showed
that the discussion about beauty, and especially feminine beauty, requires
a corresponding “rhetoric about feminine ugliness™, a feature which only
reaffirms institutionalized or hegemonic aesthetics. Historians have shown
how the philosophical discourse of aesthetic judgment - preoccupied with
beauty, taste and what is beautiful in art - was influenced by Enlightenment
notions of racial difference and hierarchy”.

Beauty was not a central discussion issue in postwar European and
American feminist thought”. This changed in the 1990s, as evidenced by the
“Beauty Myth” (1991) a bestseller hy liberal, “third wave”, feminist journalist
Naomi Wolf. The book argued that - what she terms - the “heauty myth”
is partly responsible for women’s inability to achieve equality with men".
Other commentators have claimed that representations created by the
ever-expanding beauty industry, the media, and even institutions, do create
hegemonic beauty standards which dominate and oppress. On the one hand,
feminist thinkers and activists connecting “the personal to the political”
pointed out that feminine beauty standards are often profoundly internalized.
On the other hand, some recent analyses have tackled the concept of agency
as exercised through previously criticized beauty rituals, suggesting that
women participate with their bodies in the social construction of beauty in
a way that can turn their bodies into sources of empowerment’.

Internalized heauty standards are involved in the construction of body images
and are hased on heteronormative gender ideals (see heteronormativity). They
offer narrow images of masculinity and femininity, with the latter constructed
around notions of heterosexual male desire. Sexism and oppression created
a need for women to control and discipline their own bodies (through diets,
hair taming, body hair removal, etc). Some of the consequences of conforming
to these standards are the cost of cosmetic maintenance, the risks to
physical and mental health, the links to consumerism and perpetuation of a
system rooted in inequalities and discriminations such as ageism, classism
and racism. The “beauty myth” functions as a type of social pressure meant
to keep women and non-normative hodies subordinate, since models of
feminine beauty take time and energy that could be devoted to other forms
of self-development”.

Anne Anlin Cheng, “Wounded
Beauty: An Exploratory Essay on
Race, Feminism, and the Aesthetic
Question”, Tulsa Studies in Women’s
Literature, 2000, p. 191, available
online at http://www.jstor.org/
stahle/464426
[Last accessed 20.10.2015).

Ibid, p. 192.

Carolyn Korsmeyer, “Feminist
Aesthetics”, The Stanford
&ncyclopedia of Philosophym Winter
2012 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.),
available online at http://plato.
stanford.edu/archives/win2012/entries/
feminism-aesthetics/

[Last accessed 19.10.2015].

Naomi Wolf, The Beauty Myth: How
Images of Beauty are Used Against
Women, New York, Harper Collins,
2002 [1991].

Josée Johnston, Judith Taylor,
“Feminist Consumerism and Fat
Activists: A Comparative Study of
Grassroots Activism and the Dove Real
Beauty Campaign”, Signs, 2008, Vol. 33,
No. 4, p. 942.

Mona Chollet, Beauté fatale. Les
nouveaux visages d’une aliénation
féminine, Paris, Zones, 2012.

Anne Anlin Cheng, “Wounded
Beauty: An Exploratory Essay on
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Question”, Tulsa Studies in Women’s
eu.o 191 o (Literature, 2000
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Grassroots Activism and the Dove Real
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Much of the feminist theorizing of “beauty” and “aesthetic standards” has
had an implicit white, middle class bias” Questions of race, (dis)ahility,
fatness, and sexuality further complicate this discussion. Considering
a modern history where heing black was associated by dominant groups
with being ugly, Anne Cheng summarizes the political dilemma: “hetween a
feminist critique of feminine beauty and a racial denial of nonwhite beauty,
where does this leave the woman of color? It is unclear whether assenting
to the prospect of a ‘beautiful woman of color’ would bhe disruptive of
racist discourse or complicit with gender stereotypes™. The new field of
corpulence studies draws on queer theory to deconstruct the hinaries of
thin-successful vs. fat-oppressed and pushed for thinking critically about
how body weight becomes incorporated in beauty standards’. In addition,
some gender queer (see LGBT) activists have disrupted beauty norms by
addressing the way in which the global cosmetic industry constructs
gender through beauty products addressed to either women or men - by for
instance, pairing images of flawless feminine makeup with neatly-trimmed
facial hair™ (see Gender).

Beauty standards change throughout history, cultures, consumption
patterns, and personal attitudes. The currently globally dominant standard
has been constructed since the 19th century around ideals of European
whiteness: tall, young, fair skin, able bodied, and possessing long silky
hair are considered superior hodily features. The exportation of this beauty
ideal - through colonialism, cultural imperialism, and the global market -
touches Lebanon too: fairness, thinness, ultra-feminine features, make-up
and disciplined body hair are unspoken rules for the appropriate (classed)
performance of femininity .

In certain contexts, feminist activists have opposed diets arguing they are
manifestations of patriarchy directed towards taming women’s bodies -
for instance through the “riots, not diets!” activism campaign™. They also
rejected plastic surgery or other aesthetic modifications of natural bodies.
In addition, new expressions of feminism have re-emerged recently that
embhrace symbols of femininity, fight against misogyny, and explore the
cultural messages of make-up~ and other potentially liberating aspects
of beauty symbols. Lastly, the performance of normative heauty standards
by bodies considered fat and/or non-normative can also have a subversive
effect that directly challenges hinary and oppressive standards of beauty

Anne Anlin Cheng, op.cit, p. 191
Ibid, p. 192.

Josée Johnston, Judith Taylor,
“Feminist Consumerism and Fat
Activists: A Comparative Study of
Grassroots Activism and the Dove Real

Beauty Campaign”, Signs, Vol. 33, No. 4,

2008, p. 945.

Rodhanti Tzanelli, “Conchita’s Euro-
vision: On aesthetic standards and
transphobia battles”, Open Democracy
Website, 2014, available online at
https://www.opendemocracy.net/
can-europe-make-it/rodanthi-tzanelli/
conchita%E2%80%399s-eurovision-
on-aesthetic-standards-and-
transphobia-ha
[Last accessed 19.10.2015].

Melissa Tabeek, “Lebanese Women
Feel Inner Beauty Not Enough”,
Al-Manitor, 12 March 2015 available
at: http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/
originals/2015/02/lebanon-heauty-
standards-women-plastic-surgery.
html# [Last accessed 19.10.2015]

Kjerstin Gruys, “Can a Feminist
Diet?”, Sociological Images Weblog,
14 July 2011, available online
at http://thesocietypages.org/
socimages/2011/07/14/can-a-feminist-
diet/[Last accessed on 19.10.2015].

Middle Eastern Women’s Rights
Knowledge Base, “About”, Red Lips
High Heels Webpage, 2015, available
at http://www.redlipshighheels.com/
about/ [Last accessed 19.10.2015].

Josée Johnston, Judith Taylor,
op.cit, p. 942.

Anne Anlin Cheng, auuai gaell, p.191
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Cisgender or cis is a relatively new term that was popularized only in
the last twenty years. Thus, The mainstream definition of cis-gender is as
follows: a cis-gender person is someone whose gender identity matches the
sex he or she was assigned at birth; meaning, a person horn as a female and
who identifies as a woman is cisgender. The term is sometimes replaced hy
“cis-sexual” which specifically refers to one’s sex identity matching one’s
biological “morphology™. The term “cis” has a Latin origin meaning “same
side as” while “trans” shares the Latin origin and means “opposite side as”.
It was first used in a 1991 paper written by the German psychologist Volkmar
Sigusch and later popularized in the United States mainstream discourse”. It
was added to the Oxford dictionary only in 2015°.

The political power in using cisgender as an identity category for the
majority of the population is to reveal the inherent and largely invisible
privilege of possessing a normative gender identity and appearance for
those who do. Oftentimes positions of privilege remain unnamed and thus
become normalized and transparent. Possessing cisgender privileges include
for example, navigating services and spaces such as public bathrooms
without the threat of guestioning or policing, or navigating checkpoints
with a lower likelihood of arrest due to non-normative gender appearance
or mismatch of the stated sex on one’s identity card and their gendered
self-presentation. Navigating daily life in Lebanon for visibly trans* women
poses a higher risk than for persons with a normative gender appearance
(cisgender), some of this difficulty lies in the fact that these women are more
harassed and guestioned specifically due to their transgender identities and
self-presentation”. This type of policing and lack of “cisgender privilege”
falls into widespread patterns of state policing of non-normative genders
and sexualities (see definitions for Gender, Sex, Hymen).

Despite the term’s important political intervention in naming the norm
and specifying it, it is critiqued for establishing a falsely coherent binary
between trans* and non-trans*. Further, the term has been critiqued for
replicating the gender binary, and for reaffirming essentialist positions
through building on an assumption that one’s gender identity can be static,
stable or coherent (meaning that a person possesses a cisgender position
that has not changing since their birth) as opposed to their gender being a
result of performative embodied practices that are shaped by class, race, and
a range of temporal factors. In this sense, the transgender versus cisgender
binary functions similarly to the heterosexual-homosexual binary: while it is
politically important to offset the marginalization and the associated
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violence against otherness by making the norm specific, the same impetus
risks erasing a plethora of expressions that fall between the two ends of an
allegedly coherent binary.

The term remains relatively unused in mainstream Lebanese outlets that are
concerned with gender issues, perhaps owing to the fact that trans* issues,
communities, and activism are not structured the same way as they are in
the United States and Western European countries’.

Transgender persons - who use the label “trans”, “transsexual”, “shemale”
and “ladyboy” when speaking ahout themselves or others - often use “normal”
to describe a non-trans person, and in some cases also using “straight”
to communicate the same meaning (as in, a normative gender identity and
not only a sexual orientation). Yet, some local uses of the term in activist
circles also points to an alteration in the meaning, wherein cisgender is
employed as a slur when referring to straight feminine women who display
a “normative” gender presentation.

Despite the new introduction of
the term in certain activist and
academic circles in Lebanon who have
access to feminist literature in those
countries.
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“Feminism” is an umbrella-term for an array of global social movements and
schools of thought with significant political impact since the early 19th
century. Historically, different feminist movements have heen shaped by
(and shaped) political ideologies such as liberalism, socialism and recently,
Islamism. These multiple feminisms converged around agendas for action
against gender oppression, for gender equality and increasingly nowadays,
sexual liberation.

From the perspective of social movements, a significant development in the
past two decades is the global spread of the Anglo-American version of
liberal feminism through international organizations such as the UN, and
its institutionalization through NGOization (see NGOization). At the same
time, autonomous or semi-autonomous feminist movements that are based
on more radical or local critiques, have also witnessed a certain level of
globalized travel in the past few decades’, including for example women’s
fights against war and for indigenous rights (see Social Justice). Further,
deconstructivist approaches as well as post-colonial and intersectional
perspectives have increased in visibility within feminism as an intellectual
current in the past twenty years. While European and American academic and
militant feminists have cultivated significant transnational connections, the
frequent divergence between scholarly work and grassroots realities and
struggles (at least in settings where gender and feminist studies are highly
institutionalized) cannot he ignored.

A canonized way of narrating the history of modern feminism in Europe
and the United States is also to divide it into three waves: the “first
wave” spans the end of 19th to the middle of the 20th, the “second wave”
unfolded in the 1960s and 1970s and the “third wave” began in the 1990s
until nowadays. In the 1960s, distinct movements and feminist theories were
born out of competing opinions about the manifestations of oppression and
discrimination as well as about the best ways to address them. According
to this meta-narrative, the main currents were: liberal feminism (claiming
that gender inequality is based on cultural beliefs and social constructs
that are easy to change), Marxist feminism (linking capitalism and women’s
oppression), radical feminism and leshian feminism. Radical feminism
critiques the violence of male domination through familial structures and
control on sexuality, and leshian feminism is seen to have brought in an
analysis of heterosexuality as a tool of patriarchy used to dominate women
and queer persons (see patriarchy).

In Lebanon, the history of feminist movements can be - and has been -
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described also using the wave categorization, but includes four stages (or
“waves™. The four periods were influenced by the legacy of post-colonialism,
decolonization, and also characterized by organizational transformations.
The “first wave” was tied with the national struggle for independence in 1943
and concentrated on claims for women’s political rights as well as questions
of national identity. The second generation of feminists expressed their ideas
and demands within an emerging Arab left, and thus within the broader
socialist movements in the 1960s°. The third wave emerged in a post-civil
war era and in a rapidly NGOized context’. The Conference on Women’s Rights
in Beijing in 1995 was a key event for introducing gender activism vocabulary
to the civil society and its multiplying organizations.

The feminist movement that shaped the most recent, fourth, wave in Lebanon
tackled the social role of gender, the struggle against male oppression and
patriarchy, and is rooted in local LGBT activism® (see LGBT). These groups,
activists, and NGOs raised issues that were not addressed previously such
as questions of sexual identity, bodily rights, women’s right to pass on their
nationality, but also domestic violence and ahuse of female domestic workers
(see Work, Sex and Bodily Rights). These movements also stressed the need
to relate more to local contexts and drew heavily on postcolonial feminism,
as well as academic debates on gender and sexuality (see Sexuality).

In general, historians have attempted to add a more complex view of the
waves system of categorization. They argued that in “first wave” feminism,
the movements were concerned with ohtaining basic political rights for
women; while the “second wave” were more radical and demanded gender
equality and women’s liberation; and “third wave” feminism placed identity
(sexual, racial, social class) at the center of gender struggle, in a context
of post-colonial and neoliberal globalized societies. In addition, historians
such as Linda Nicholson critiqued the metaphor of the “wave” arguing
that it is “historically misleading and not helpful politically” because it
imposes a false homogeneity within “waves”, thereby obscuring forms of
activism occurring “between waves™. This critique can also be applied to
classifications of feminist activism in Lebanon, especially for the period of the
civil wat. In general, the waves approach can be critiqued for universalizing
a US-centric chronology and model of women’s activism. In this way, most
of the 20th century grassroots women’s activism and militancy occurring
under the hanner of anti-colonial movements, from Palestine to Nicaragua
to Rojava, ends up discarded since it does not fit neatly into the three wave
classification’. Postcolonial and intersectional” approaches have heen some
of the key conceptual and methodological interventions in academic feminism
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and feminist activist practice (see Intersectionality). “Doing” postcolonial
feminism entails including ethnicity, race and an awareness of colonial pasts
and postcolonial contexts in feminist knowledge production. In this sense,
feminist approaches have heen a central foundation to postcolonial theory.
They aim to highlight the effect of colonialism and racism, and ultimately
to end an imperialist, universalizing concept of sisterhood among women.
Postcolonial academic feminism has also exposed the inability of white
middle class feminism to properly hear the experiences of women living in
postcolonial environments”. For example, in her article on the topic, Chandra
Talpade Mohanty pointed to the transformation of so-called ‘Third World’
women within feminist discourses into “ohjects” of representation, which
enables European and North American feminists to turn themselves into self-
representing “subjects”, clearly maintaining unequal power relations .

Another critique to mainstream North American and European feminism has
been posed through Islamic feminism. First discussed by Iranian intellectuals
in the 1990s, this form of women’s activism has heen branded by Stephanie
Latte Abdallah as a “post-ideological” movement . Valentine Moghadam
has argued that it represents an indigenous inflection of feminism, able to
counter cultural relativist arguments which deemed the criticism of certain
inequitable gender practices as a foreign imposition, but also capable of
affirming the benign character of practices such as veiling, often discussed
by secular feminists as a discriminative practice™. In the U.S. context, “post-
feminism” is a theoretical and activist position gaining a growing interest.
According to Misha Kavka, post-feminism denotes an abandonment of women
and even gender as privileged categories of feminist scholarship while
producing knowledge that is informed hy previous “feminist waves”, and
doing so in a way that “redefines universalism itself".

Feminist activism in Lebanon - whether through NGOs, underground or above
ground gueer and feminist groups, or through public protests - continues
especially in the wake of the Arab revolt and the subsequent political
conditions. Various calls for the end to the patriarchal-sectarian system
persist, for example through the most recent organizing of a feminist bloc as
part of the protests taking place against corruption and the garbage crisis
in Beirut. The hloc is not only bringing to light how the corrupted sectarian
system is inherently based on patriarchal discrimination - evident for
example in the group’s adoption of slogans such as “the patriarchal system
is a killer” - but is also challenging sexual harassment and violence against
women within the garbage crisis movement itself and its street protests .
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Until the middle of the 20th century, “gender” was used to name only the
grammatical category that classifies nouns into feminine, masculine and
neuter or distinguishes animate from inanimate objects. Currently, “gender”
man”

» o« » o«

is used when referring to social identities such as “woman”, “trans”,
or “other”. Although the same word “jins” is used to denote both gender and
sex in Arahic (as well as “sexual act”), the modern differentiation between
sex (male-female; “1i§o - 1 Si0) and gender (man-woman; 8ijol - o)) exists
today.

In English, a common way to define gender is by distinguishing it from sex:
whereas sex is understood as hiological, gender is socially constructed.
Overall, the differentiation between hiological sex and constructed gender
is problematic. Recent research has argued that so-called “biological sex”
is also gendered. For instance, Anne Fausto-Sterling points out that there
is enough evidence in hiology that suggests that sex is a spectrum of
possibilities, rather than a solid male-female binary, which is also argued by
Intersex persons. Assumptions ahout gender have shaped scientific research
so that a male-female binary system is imposed on a far greater variety of
configurations in humans, animals and plants".

Debates ahout “gender” (and its relation to “sex” and sexuality) are central to
feminist theory. The term “gender” was popularized in the 1970s in the United
States and Europe in order to combat biological determinism - claims that
women’s social subordination was rooted in their physical “otherness” (i.e.
that because they are female, they are inferior). Such claims were equally
widespread across the Middle East and a fight against the naturalization
of women’s subordination was led by renowned feminists such as Nawal
al-Saadawi in Egypt’, and the feminists of the second wave in Lebanon who
contended the normalization of gender roles dclaialll jigadll. In the North
American academy, Marxian feminists like Shulamith Firestone and Gayle
Rubin claimed that “gender” referred to social conceptions about masculinity
and femininity that built on an exaggeration of biological differences
between women and men. They defined “gender” as a historically variahle
social construction”. Their insights were incorporated into psychoanalytical
approaches and constructivist theories which highlight the importance of
early childhood socialization for subordinating women to men and creating
normative masculinities and femininities. All three stances support the idea
that women and men exist as groups and that certain experiences and
social expectations bhind some persons into the category “women”. Because
of this, they have been termed “gender realist” approaches. The political
implications of the realist definition of “gender” is that claims for gender
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justice can he made in the name of “women” as a group (which is the main
premise of second wave feminism, and continues to he relevant today in
fighting gender based discrimination)’.

Gender can also be understood as performance. Most famously, Judith Butler
has argued that gender must he “repeated” continuously in order to exist.
In her 1990 bhook Gender Trouble, Butler used the notion of performativity to
contradict some key assumptions of second wave feminism. She argued that
when some feminists claim that “women” are oppressed by patriarchy, they
create an implicit and fixed definition of what “women” are, which serves to
continue this very binary without breaking it. Instead of the identity politics
of gender realists, Butler advocates a politics that constantly questions
and subverts any definition of gender, especially one based on identity. Her
stance has been influential in queer activism and the development of queer
theory”.In a 2014 interview, Butler has clarified that “gender performativity”
does not imply that gender is always fluid or should be. Rather, she stated
that Gender Trouble was meant to emphasize the possibilities beyond gender
binaries and the importance of self-definition. This position fully supports
recognizing transgender persons’ experiences and identifications, and
makes an ethical commitment to destigmatizing their choices about gender
presentation and sex reassignment surgeries’.

“Gender” is replacing “sex” in common speech, while cloia| go-i and/
or jaia Is increasingly replacing “jins” in Lebanese activist speech and
publications specifically as part of gender mainstreaming efforts that are
intimately linked with rising NGOization, institutionalization of feminist
and women’s movements, and overall professionalization of activists and
women’s issues. In particular, fourth wave feminists in Lebanon have taken
“gender” out of its hinary (or often singular) meaning and engaged with the
queer feminist reconceptualizations outlined above which expand the term’s
reference beyond cisgender women. European and American grassroots
LGBT and queer activism - and to some extent local Lebanese activism -
have countered the same hinary popular confusion through gender-hending
performances such as drag, and the visible embracing of identities such as
genderqueer’. What such performances accomplish is the challenging of the
gender binary as something natural and coherent, and reveal that all gender
self-presentation can be/is performative.
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The term heteronormativity is composed of both terms “heterosexual(ity)”
and “normativity”, and refers to a social order in which heterosexuality is
preferred, celebrated, and therefore normalized as a default sexual system.
In this system, heterosexuality is institutionalized in social, legal, political
and cultural aspects, thereby leading to the privileging of heterosexuality
and the marginalization and stigmatization of non-heterosexual practices
and relationships. The term was first coined in 1991 hy Michael Warner and
has become a central concept in Queer Theory (See Queer) namely because
it reveals heterosexuality not only as an already-assumed sexual orientation,
but also as a sociopolitical structure that organizes desires, practices, and
persons unequally.

Crucially, the system of heteronormativity relies on maintaining the gender
and sex bhinary (male/female, man/woman) as social constructs that
classify sex, identity, and gender roles into either end, and in a hierarchical
manner (i.e. male as superior to female). By reaffirming the gender hinary,
heterosexuality is rendered normative, and sexual orientation hecomes
understood only as attraction between the two opposite genders/sexes. In
this sense, the heteronormative system permeates and organizes all walks
of life: from the ideal of a nuclear heterosexual family, to the institution of
marriage, to acceptable gender roles, to the enforcement of sex segregation
in schools, etc. The impact is the marginalization of all non-normative
genders and sexualities.

In the United States and Western Europe, a history of a violent
heteronormativity is evident in the forced heterosexualization of society,
including through medical interventions such as forced lobotomies and
electroshocks for persons identified as homosexual prevalent in the
1930s, 40s and 50s. Today, despite changes in institutional norms, several
heterosexist policies continue to marginalize LGBTIQ-identified persons,
such as the denial of marriage equality and same-sex adoption, continuous
policing of non-normative genders and persons, and the export of violent
“conversion therapy” practices from US. evangelicals to countries like
Uganda that are taking new and severe measures in criminalizing same-sex
attraction and homosexuality.

Heteronormativity also informs LGBTIQ politics, rights, and demands. A prime
example are the top demands from the gay rights movement in the U.S. which
mirror heterosexual structures: the right to marriage to form a nuclear
family, the right to adopt children, and the right to serve in the military.
The newly coined term “homonormativity” from theorist Lisa Duggan aims
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to conceptualize such influence of heteronormative constructs (monogamy,
procreation) on homosexual identities and politics, which often come at
the expense of marginalizing other groups and individuals, especially trans*
demands such as access to hormone therapy and overall proper medical
care, continuous police harassment, and killings of trans* women of color.
Additional related concepts include cis-heteronormativity, which refers to a
set of norms “that favor cis-gendered self-identification and opposite-sex
orientation” (see Cisgender).

Examples of heteronormativity are prevalent across the region and in
Lebanon. For example, the favoring of the heterosexual “family” as the main
social unit of Lebanese society structures desires in a way that clearly favors
inter-sectarian marital heterosexuality (as opposed to cross-sectarian, non-
marital heterosexuality, or civil marriage, which is currently not possible in
Lebanon). Lastly, homonormative attitudes or self-presentation can also be
observed among certain practices by gay and gueer men in Beirut. Terms
such as “straight acting” or “masculine looking” show a preference for a
form of heteronormative masculinity which eases daily navigation of the
heterosexual structure at work. Likewise, the sub-category of “bear” which
is used among some circles of queer and gay men in Beirut falls into ways
of negotiating one’s manhood in accordance with societal heteronormativity.
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Hormones are chemical substances produced by glands for the purpose of
regulating the body’s physiological and behavioral activities. Sex hormones
are essential for the development of the reproductive system as well as
some secondary physical and bodily characteristics. Sexual hormones are
usually divided into three main classes: estrogen (estradiol, estrone, estriol),
progestogens (progesterone) and androgens (testosterone, androstenedione) .
All bodies have all these hormones, but in different amounts. Hormonal
levels change either through regular bodily functions including puberty,
menstruation, pregnancy, menopause, changes in digestive functions, and
hormonal irregularities such as the Poly Cystic Ovarian Syndrome [PCOS]
which is present in nearly 10% of women’, among other factors.

Hormone levels can also be altered through medical interventions such
as in the case of hormonal therapy, birth control and the contraception
pill, infertility treatment, and hormone replacement therapy (in menopause,
but also in the case of transgender persons who would like to transition).
Transgender persons’ access to hormone therapy is legal and possible in
Lebanon, hut it requires a number of visits to numerous doctors first which
can render it inaccessible due to the associated high costs”. Thus, some
trans* persons resort to buying hormones in the informal market and self-
medicate.

Several common social misunderstandings and myths surround hormones.
For example, sex hormones do not only regulate sexual and reproductive
functions, but also have multiple functions in the body including for example
some digestive roles and body fluid regulation”. Further, hormones are often
wrongly used to justify women’s difference from men, and their subsequent
dismissal from positions of power and public life. One of the ways in which
this is evident is the social use of the Premenstrual Syndrome (PMS) as a
tool for questioning women’s competencies, abilities, and opposing opinions.
Such attitudes are also practiced in the medical field, where feminist medical
practitioners have long argued that classifying PMS as an illness is anti-
women because “it is a way to deny normalcy to [menstrual] cycle changes”
thereby maintaining men’s bodily functions as the norm. This does not mean
that PMS does not exist - indeed, PMS physical and psychological symptoms
do vary significantly among women. Rather, these symptoms should not he
used as a ground for dismissing women or justifying discrimination against
them.

In feminist studies, hormones fall into a wider debate over the social use
and misuse of hiological sex difference(s), and the long history of justifying
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discrimination against women through (socially constructed) biological
arguments”. Feminist theorist Anne Fausto-Sterling’ critiques the hormone-
based sex difference approach for its biological determinism and for
undermining the links and multiple interactions hetween hiological and
social factors in human bodies’ functions and hehaviors. Such critiques fall
into a broader push for rethinking and hreaking the biological/social and
nature/nurture dichotomies®. In other words, analyzing the role hormones
play in the human body and behavior should take into account the
importance of one’s environment and socialization as central factors that
shape these functions, as well as realize that our scientific lens is always
already gendered.

In Lebanese colloquial sayings, a hormonal woman is not in control of her
emotions, of the way she acts, and is unahle to take rational decisions.
The saying is also sometimes employed to describe and shame women
who express their sexual desires openly. Such sexist framings sustain
their alleged validity by invoking popularized arguments of biological
sex difference which permeate mainstream discourses. This includes for
example the use of the highly problematic and highly transnational term
hysteria (and its derivative in Arabic “mhastra” / “s,iugs”). For centuries,
hysteria was a frequent diagnosis in Europe that was used to refer to
several psychological disorders predominantly in women with varying
symptoms including nervousness, irritahility, and even sexual desire. The
concept derives from the Greek term of hystera, which means Uterus. It
may refer to the myth of the “wandering womb” or the “floating uterus”
in the female body, which was problematically considered as the source
of physiological and psychological pathologies throughout medical history
The widespread diagnosis claimed to offer evidence about women’s mental
instahility which was then used to dismiss them as unequal. In Lebanon,
hysteria is still diagnosed by mental health practitioners in women who are
accused of displaying too much emotion, without questioning the gendered
history and sexist underpinnings behind women’s pathologization™". Recently,
feminist cultural re-appropriation emerged using the term to describe the
physiological manifestation of oppression thereby a space for resistance
and for reaffirming that hysteria is “patriarchy’s disease enacted in women’s
bodies”
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Etymologically, the hymen is an elastic skin tissue that partially surrounds
the vaginal opening, for this reason it is also referred to as the hymenal
ring. The hymen’s shape, colour, and size varies significantly from person
to person and is frequently nonexistent'. If present, the hymen is rarely an
intact membrane. It is typically torn in different patterns, and consists of
various folds of skin, which in turn allow for the outflow of menstrual blood.
In rare cases the hymen can have a shape that prevents the outflow of
menstrual blood, which may then require medical intervention. Biologically,
the hymen does not serve any known or vital purpose for the body”.

Because of its partial tears and elasticity, the hymen can allow for the
insertion of tampons or menstrual cups without necessarily causing major
changes to its structure (this differs from person to person). The hymen
changes shape during puberty and can become weaker, stretched or worn
out with activities such as exercise, masturbation, sexual intercourse and
childbirth. Yet, its elasticity can also allow it to retain its shape even after
penetrative activities, depending, again, on the person’s body. Thus, the lack
of an identifiable hymen is just as inaccurate of a signifier of penetrative
sexual intercourse’s occurance as the presence of a hymen, and it cannot
determine whether a person is or has been sexually active’.

Despite this inconsistency, the hymen has been and continues to be
considered as the physical representative of virginity for women socially.
In patriarchal societies, its presence is required as proof of a woman’s
abstinence from sexual intercourse with men, which is thereby used to
represent her purity and suitability for marriage, as well as her family’s
honour. In some cases women seek out “restorative surgeries” through
which they “re-sew” the hymenal folds to regain their “virginity”. Clearly
then, the hymen has become a powerful tool to discredit women socially and
politically. For example, the Egyptian regime performed “virginity tests” on
women protesters during the Egyptian revolution to discredit them and their
families as dishonorahle persons’.

Patriarchal legislators continue to implement laws that reaffirm the hymen’s
centrality to women’s virginity and serve to police their bodies and sexuality.
For example, the Lebanese penal code differentiates hetween women rape
survivors and the penalty for their rapists on the basis of their virginity.
According to article 512, the man who rapes a virgin woman receives a higher
penalty than the man who rapes a non-virgin woman”. In order to determine
the survivor’s virginal status when applying this article, the courts usually
order or require the performance of medical virginity tests and do not rely
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on the survivor’s testimony. Other articles, such as 518 which handles rape
by deceit (the false promise of marriage which serves as lack of consent)
explicitly link the proof of virginity with an admission from the man that he
did indeed deceive a virgin woman and lured her into sex under the false
promise of marriage, and not the woman’s words'. Thus, such articles not
only legally allocate access and knowledge over women’s bodies to men
(both, the rapist or the doctor can prove a woman’s virginity, but not her)
but they also limit the survivor’s capacity to prove the crime or have it he
taken seriously.

The patriarchal myth that every female is born with an intact hymen is
also often accompanied with the myth that a woman’s first penetrative
vaginal intercourse necessarily leads to hleeding due to the “rupturing” of
the hymen. While bleeding can occur as a result of tears in the hymenal
tissue’s stretching, it is also often caused by trauma to the vaginal opening
and walls, due to heing tense (out of fear of painful intercourse), lack of
lubrication, or too forceful or early penetration®. Therefore, the anticipation
that the “first time will hurt” (in the case of penile-vaginal intercourse) leads
to a self-fulfilling prophecy of painful sex.

Some feminist health practitioners have challenged the medicalised notion of
the hymen’s breaking, which aims to constitute a single moment of “rupture”
after which the hymen is referred to as “hymenal remnants”™. By emphasizing
a singular moment of hymenal rupture, the mainstream medical view - despite
its quest for accuracy - complements the social view which establishes
penile heterosexual penetration as the singular socially acceptable method
of “accessing” the vagina. Such a view contributes to alienating women from
their own bodies, causing fear and worry that they may “rupture” their own
hymen, and denying them their right of control over their bodies and sexual
pleasure and handing this right to men. In response, some groups such
as the Swedish Association for Sexuality Education, renamed the hymen as
the “vaginal corona” and emphasized as facts the tissue’s elasticity, various
shapes, and the multiplicity of ways it can or cannot alter its form.

Republic of Lebanon, Lebanese
Penal Code, Article 518, 1943, available
at: http://www.unodc.org/res/cld/
document/lebanon-penal-code_html/
Lebanon_Penal_Code_1943.pdf,

[Last accessed 13.09.2015].

The Swedish Association for
Sexuality Education (RFSU), op.cit.

Helen E. 0°Connell et al,, “The
Anatomy of the Distal Vagina: Towards
Unity”, The Journal of Sexual Medicine,
Vol 5, Issue 8, August 2008, pp.
1883-1891.

The Swedish Association for
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Intersectionality is a theory developed hy the American black feminist
Kimberlé Crenshaw in the 1980s addressing the specific types of multi-
level discrimination - racial and gendered - faced by hlack women in the
US, and the difficulty for the U.S. legal system to view these two types
of discriminatory experiences as interconnected rather than separate.
The theory was also a crucial response to American second wave, white,
liberal and middle-class feminists who adopted a universalist concept of
sisterhood (see Feminism). By only focusing on gendered oppression and
patriarchy and at the same time claiming equal sisterhood in fighting it,
white liberal feminism masked racial difference and racial inequality among
women. A similar unequal power dynamic continues to exist in several forms
of transnational feminism, wherein white European and North American
feminists as well as their governments use universal women’s rights as a
common cause to justify imperialist policies, including military intervention
in so-called developing countries such as in the pro-war discourses in
Afghanistan and Irag.

Intersectionality as a tool that demonstrates intersecting axes of oppression
continued to develop beyond its original race and gender intersection.
Academically, “an intersectional perspective recognizes the complex
interplay between multiple axes, such as gender and ethnicity, and analyzes
the specific effects produced by their interaction”. Thus, intersectionality
can be used to show the interaction between gender, race, class and other
categories such as age, sexuality or disability in individual and social
lives. These multiple identities shape people’s individual and collective
experiences but also demonstrate how social identities are constructed in
relation to wider power interactions. For example, academic Leslie McCall
calls for an “intracategorical” approach to intersectional studies hecause
of the importance of social structures such as “subjects”, domination, and
subordination and highlighting the way in which such categories act in
conjunction. Yet, intersectionality has heen critiqued for an overreliance on
seemingly “stable” analytical categories (race, gender, class) which has the
potential of missing other forms of intersected oppressions that do not fall
into such clearly-defined axis, but rather are shaped hy conditions such as
time and space.

This term quickly became a buzzword, and a useful concept for hoth
practitioners and academics, specialists and generalists. The term is used
among feminists and activists in Beirut and in academic productions.
However, its import can sometimes he inadequate. For example, engaging
in the intersectional question of racial and gendered discrimination against
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migrant women in Beirut has often come at the price of ignoring labour as a
major intersecting dynamic in these women’s lives.

The mainstream use of the intersectional approach to gender, race and
class has also been transposed to the UN system. UN reports recently
called for the necessity to consider gender-related dimensions of racial
discrimination, and to take an intersectional approach to violence against
women. Nevertheless, the UN “culture of indicators”, simplifying complex
connections and failing to highlight the structural causes of violence, could
lead to a misrepresentation of women’s experiences. Some critiques of the
concept fear that, if the concept is used as an umbrella term encompassing
many issues and used in many different contexts, it may miss the opportunity
to distupt categories of identification and power and rather reaffirms
them. Focusing on analyzing the experiences of groups identified as
“marginal” or “minorities” is a way of reproducing essentialist ideas about
such identities - for example, “Muslim woman” becomes a coherent general
category even though such a category includes millions of women with
various living conditions that are impossible to generalize.
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Initialism for “Leshian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex, and Queer”. The
acronym was first used in the United States in the 1980s in the form of “LGB”
and has been changing as new sexual identities are claimed and included,
for example, “LGBT” was popularized in the 1990s". Some of the different
formations include LGBTIQ, which includes Intersex identities and “Queer”.
The formulations continue to expand and change depending on who is using
them and for which purpose. Some of the longer uses include adding a
second Q for Questioning (signifies a person who has not chosen a specific
sexual orientation), GQ for Gender Queer (persons who do not identify neither
as men or women and reject the gender hinary), or P for Pansexual (a person
who is sexually attracted to persons from all across the gender spectrum), or
2S for Two-Spirit (a Native American conception that refers to persons who
have the roles of hoth genders), etc.

These configurations can be as long as “LGBPTTQQIIAA+" wherein groups
such as Allies (heterosexual and cisgender supporters of LGBT rights) are
included”. To shorten the acronym often the configuration “LGBT+” is included
instead, or the term “queer” can he employed as an umbrella term for all
non-heterosexual, non- cisgender, and non-cisexual identities (See Queer
definition). The fact the acronym can he expanded continuously points not
only to the vast diversity in sexuality and gender configurations, but also to
the consistent molding and categorization of such genders and sexualities
on the hasis of identities as opposed to practices, acts, etc.

In Lebanon, several sexual rights organizations use the term LGBTIQ or LGBT,
despite not having agendas that directly address Bisexual, Trans and/or
Intersex persons and issues, and despite the fact that local communities do
not always form around sexual or gender identities. For example, “intersex”
issues as such are absent from all (visible) groups’ agendas and public
debates, and the very identity categorization does not exist in this form
locally. This is not to say that persons horn with a combination of hormones,
genitals, and internal sex/reproductive organs that do not match the pattern
of male and female do not exist. Rather, that such bodies and persons are
not categorized in the same way they are in the U.S. and Europe. In this
sense then, the term reflects the organizations’ affiliation with a particular
transnational set of sexual identity politics, projects, and funds (see
NGOization).

At the same time, some local groups follow queer politics instead in order to
highlight a separation from the identity-based approach and politics’.

Michelle A. Marzullo, “LGBT/queer
sexuality, history of, North America”,
The International Encyclopedia of
Human Sexuality, 2015.

“What’s in an acronym? Parsing the
LGBTQQIP2SAA community”, Social
Justice for All, 11 July 2011, available
at: https://hulshofschmidtwordpress.

com/2012/07/11/whats-in-an-acronym-
parsing-the-Ightqqip2saa-community/

[Last accessed 10.09.2015].

For further analysis on the difference

between identity politics and queer
politics see: Joshua Gamson, “Must
Identity Movements Self-Destruct? A

Queer Dilemma”, Social Problems, Vol.

42, No. 3, 1995, pp. 390-407.
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It is important to note that a “queer” approach to politics is still affiliated
with US. based and European debates as the history of the term itself
demonstrates (see Queer). In addition, what can be observed is an increased
interest from foreign embassies and transnational donors and NGOs in the
creating of the term LGBTI as an “aid category” which comes alongside
increased militarized interventions in the region. As a consequence of these
dynamics, some persons are beginning to use “LGBT” as an identity category
in itself (as opposed to identifying as “Gay” or “Transgender”, they mention
they are “LGBT” to donor organizations and NGOs).

The acronym traditionally begins with “I instead of “G” in order to reflect a
commitment to feminist stances (in English and Arabic writing, the masculine
grammatical form is usually given primacy before the feminine form). This
does not mean however that LGBT movements are free of sexism, racism,
or transphobia. Indeed, the American LGBT rights movement has heen
consistently criticized for prioritizing gay men’s issues - such as the right
to military service and to marriage; two normative demands that reflect a
normative definition of belonging, specifically one that does not challenge a
heterosexuality and imperialism (see heteronormativity)'. Similar dynamics
and criticism has heen prevalent among sexuality rights groups in Beirut,
which included critiques of male-dominance, sexual harassment in several
groups, exclusion of leshian women from gay male spaces and exclusions
based on class and race, and reproduction of structures of oppression inside
activist spaces’.

The English term traces its roots to the Greek “Leshos”; and today
it refers to women who are sexually attracted to women. The term was
popularized again in the 60s and 70s in the US. and is used in some circles
in Beirut in its English form. In Arabic, the term “suhag” has heen employed
to refer to leshianism - however, it is viewed as a derogatory term and has
been replaced by the general term for homosexuality “mithliyya jinsiyya” (see
the term “Sexuality”). Joseph Massad explained that contrary to common
belief, “suhag” does not derive from the Arabic root s-h-g, which literally
means “to crush™. Instead, he argued the term most likely has a Greek
origin “sapphikos”’. Academics such as Samar Habib analyzed “female
homosexuality” in the Middle East and debated the representations of same-
sex love and attraction among women in literary sources”, while a group of
Lebanese activists published a collection of personal accounts and stories
from women who are attracted to other women in the short book “Bareed
Mista3jil™.

Jasbir Puar, Terrorist Assemblages:
Homanationalism in Queer Times,
Durham and London, Duke University
Press, 2007.

See for example: Dima E. Kaedbey,
“Building Theory Across Struggles:
Queer Feminist Thought from
Lebanon”, Dissertation, The Ohio State
University, 2014. And also: Helem, “LGBT
rights organization Helem responds
to report on its legacy”, Al-Akhbar
€nglish, October 7, 2014: http://english.
al-akhbar.com/node/21886
[Last accessed 27.9.2015].

Joseph Massad, Desiring Arabs,
Chicago, The University of Chicago
Press, 2007, p.109.
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Samar Habib, Female Homosexuality
in the Middle €ast: Histories
and Representations, New York,
Routledge, 2007.
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is a term that today refers to men who are sexually attracted to other
men. The term’s exact meaning is “happy” and was employed differently
across US history in the 20th century. It became popular among gay men as
they opposed the use of the word “homosexual” due to its emergence from
the medical fleld and its connotations with otherness. In the United States,
“gay” is often used as an umbrella term for LGBT as well and can refer to
leshians and gueer men. Often, transnational organizations also use it when
referring to queer sexual rights as “gay rights”. However, gay and leshian
studies in the US also point to a multiplicity of local usages inside queer
communities, where sometimes transgender persons use the category to
denote gender difference . Lebanese uses of the term are common among
ciccles of activists, NGOs, middle and upper class Beirutis, and those exposed
to specific transnational flows of media, online chat rooms, pornography, and
cell-phone applications. Organizations such as Helem and Meem pushed for
the use of “mithli” as a politically correct term in Arabic, and “mithliyya” for
homosexuality (see “sexuality” for more historical use).

The term refers to a person who is sexually attracted to both
men and women. Bisexuality in U.S. and European narratives often faces an
erasure hecause it is seen as a temporary state in a linear process of “coming
out” wherein a person may first choose to suggest that they are interested
in both genders to ease their acceptance in their environment. Thus, because
it retains the possibility of sexual attraction to the opposite gender, hisexual
people are sometimes criticized by some queer persons or communities for
being part of the heteronormative system, and at the same time pushed to
become part of it by the heterosexual society (see heternormativity). While it
can he argued that hisexuality reaffirms the gender binary in as much as all
sexual identity categories, it also opens space for examining sexual fluidity.

is an umbrella term for persons who were assigned a gender
and sex identity at birth that is inconsistent with the gender they identify
with. On this basis, a transgender man or transman was assigned as female
at hirth and given the gender identity of a woman/gitl which does not
correspond to how he identifies (as a man). Similarly, a transwoman is a
person who was assigned male sex at birth and defined by society as a boy/
man, which does not match how she identifies (as a woman). Despite heing
an umbrella term itself, the term transgender is sometimes represented with
the term “trans*” in order to include an even wider variety of persons who
do not fall on either end of the gender hinary and whose identities, hodies,
and performances include multiple movements across the gender spectrum.

David Valentine, Imagining
Transgender: An Ethnography of a
Category, Durham, Duke University
Press, 2007.

David Valentine, Imagining
Transgender: An Ethnography of a
Category, Durham, Duke University

Press, 2007.
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Transgender persons might sometimes choose to surgically transition from
the sex they were assigned into another. Thus, the term “transsexual”
denotes this transition. However, every person’s transition is different and
does not have to entail a full transition nor follow the same process.

In Lebanon, the term transgender is often used in its short form “Trans”
among some transgender persons. Some transwomen and transwomen sex
workers often employ terms such as “shemale” and “ladyboy” in referring
to each other and when identifying their roles. NGOized discourses find
these terms derogatory, but it is central to examining how they manifest
themselves inside the communities and not force an identity term on persons
simply because it is more accepted in the transnational NGOized discourses
and/or global LGBT politics. Lastly, sex-reassignment surgeries are possible
in Lebanon, but require a very long procedure which is often the main
obstacle™.

Ahmad J. Saleh, Adriana A. Qubaia,
“Transwomen’s Navigation of Arrest
and Detention In Beirut: A Case Study”,
Civil Society Review, Lebanon Support,
Issue 1, January 2015.

Ahmad J. Saleh, Adriana A. Qubaia,
“Transwomen’s Navigation of Arrest
and Detention In Beirut: A Case Study”,
Civil Society Review, Lebanon Support,
Issue 1, January 2015.

il 3ay Jobit allunall 3 o @yl leg (6lols () lguuail ALl Lgiyai
oo “dlgais / Jgaie” dalsy Ul jaisd “lwis dlgais /Jgais” dals &1 1]
oo &ila 6l cuni ggayaiy Al il gala bl o LESH ST degono alysl Jaf
8332io wulSja ro.g.i'l:ug P.e.oLLu;hg P_g.?l.lg.m Joaini iy cdysiall adlidll U_;.lla
Lipsia cillgaiall / uggaiall yaladidll jLiay (bl .spaiall cayall JolS (o
albuas poiy (lillyg AT uiall ] eg! o Sl gudiall oo Ul Joill
J327 Js O I 8Ll a2 oS Jgaill I ) “Gowis dgatall /Jg-aiell”
s of ILols 1gai gyituy 0l )94l (oo yuilg ot (e caling gaddill uaghy

dypadll aisua “Uuia dlgais /Jgais” Hhico ro).'al_;.u.j Lo Lulle cplind &89
Lowis cillgaielly gilgaioell yaer cagaun 4 (@gaie /Jgio L§T) “ il
Las) p-gany Sl 8jLadll “ladyboy / (g1 (S ll"g “shemale | Juoy s cilals
&sgo cilalbunall oim 3j5i84ll cililhall ety .Gaylgsl /amlgsl sysai sicg
pgileaine Jals pguuail ye cllgm el dsars ) phii ol Sopall o sl
sjaigall ubilball 6 Tgus st ail spasl Uilign alluas pgile yayai Tiig
U_J.?Lug Gldiellg ouudiodl LLas | Jolidi U_JJI aollell bl gi/g sgaall 8plell
elyal g Saall go il lwis callg siall /g ygaially uiall Jpall cilyilidg
Lo Lille alyghn cilelya] callaii Lgist colid o gudall apsai ssled] ausln cilyloc

Ha il daaell JSid

50



51




53

Frequently attributed to men or hoys, masculinity - otherwise known as
manhood or manliness - is a set of context-specific behaviors and roles (i.e.
head of heterosexual family such as “rijjal”, neighborhood defender such
as the “abaday”), physical attributes (i.e. facial hair, able bodied, muscular),
and personalized traits (i.e. dominance). Like femininity, masculinity is always
contextual and historical, and is always situated in relation to broader
gender norms in a given community. In addition, masculinity is often in
negative relation to femininity; the two concepts are not only understood as
associated with one gender, but also as mutually exclusive opposites.

Academically, significant scholarly attention was dedicated to the study
of masculinity in the 1980s, which was premised upon the study of men
as men rather than as universal subjects. Anthropologists, amongst others,
have showcased the wide variety of performances of and values given to
masculinities globally and historically". Academics such as Raewyn Connell,
Jeff Hearn, and Michael Kimmel offered several grounding theories for the
study of masculinity, and as a result, the field has come to form a crucial
part of Gender Studies. In particular, Connell studied the multiplicity of
masculinities and offered the term “hegemonic masculinity” to describe an
overarching functioning set of norms that are practiced in a given community
and which are premised upon elevating the social standing of a certain
category of men over women, femininity, and other men. In most contexts, a
dominant (or hegemonic) idea and embodiment of masculinity exists which
in turn creates subordinate masculinities”. Similar to the analytical function
of intersectionality, this hierarchy of masculinities showcases inequalities
among men which are often based on the marginalization of classed and
racialized masculinities.

Further theorization focused on studying men’s spaces and relations with
other men (homosociality), homosexuality, and men’s violence including
militarized masculinities. Significantly, Jack Halberstam’s” research critiqued
the equation that masculinity was always and only linked to men, opening
up discussions on female masculinity as well as on masculine femininities
and the complex relations hetween sex, gender, and performance. Regional
studies focused on exploring definitions of “Islamic masculinities” which
not only emphasized religion’s role in creating a masculine ideal, but also
opened room for debating post-colonial identities and the role of colonialism
in altering gender relations".

Lebanese masculinities and femininities have heen structured hy a series of

Andrea Cornwall and Nancy
Linsdisfarne, (eds.), Dislocating

Andrea Cornwall and Nancy
Linsdisfarne, (eds.), Dislocating
Masculinity: Comparative Masculinity: Comparative
Ethnographies, London, Routledge, Ethnographies, London, Routledge,
1994. 1994.

Raewyn W. Connell, Masculinities,
Cambridge, Polity Press, 1995.

Raewyn W. Connell, Masculinities,
Cambridge, Polity Press, 1995.

Jack Halberstam, Female Masculinity,
London, Duke University Press, 1998.

Jack Halberstam, Female Masculinity,
London, Duke University Press, 1998.

Lahoucine Ouzgane (Ed), /slamic
Masculinities, London and New York,
Zed Books, 2006.

Lahoucine Ouzgane (Ed), /slamic
Masculinities, London and New York,
Zed Books, 2006.
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historical events, notahly the civil war which offered a particular reshaping
of celebrated “militiarized” behaviour in the figure of the militia man”. Further
studies of masculinity in Lebanon have explored anti-feminine attitudes in
the gay community and the quest to appear “masculine” in order to appear
“heterosexual™. New debates are paying attention to the Lebanese state’s
masculinist narrative of “masculinity under threat” through which women’s
rights, such as the right to pass on citizenship among others, continue to
be curtailed’.

Local campaigns also focus on revealing the link hetween domestic violence
against women and masculine behavior and thus they engage in a debate on
the relationship between men, masculinity, and violence. Organizations such
as KAFA have effectively exposed patriarchal masculinity’s role in practicing
and normalizing violence against women. In some of the organization’s
campaigning strategies, KAFA attempted to present alternative non-violent
masculinities, or “resistant masculinities to patriarchy” in which it sought
to break links between definitions of proper masculinity and violence
against women”. In contrast, organizations such as ABAAD have focused on
reframing masculinity without directly challenging or destabilizing normative
masculinity.

Sune Haugbolle, “The (Little)
Militia Man: Memory and Militarized
Masculinity in Lebanon”, Journal of
Middle East Women’s Studies, Vol. 8,
No. 1, 2012, pp. 115-139.

Mathew Gagne, “Queer Beirut Online:
The Participation of Men in Gayromeo.
com”, Journal of Middle East Women’s
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Anthony Rizk and Ghassan Makarem,
“Masculinity-Under-Threat”: Sexual
Rights Organizations and the
Masculinist State in Lebanon”, Civil
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Issue 1, January 2015, pp. 97-108

Bernadette Daou, “Feminisms in
Lebanon: after proving loyalty to the
‘Nation’, will the ‘Body’ rise within the
‘Arab Spring’?”, Civil Society Review,
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MSM is an acronym for Men who have Sex with Men coined in 1994 hy
specialists in public health in the United States". The term was specifically
invented in the wake of the HIV/AIDS epidemic’, with the aim to ease
reaching all men who have sex with men, including those who do not identify
themselves as gay locally and globally. In the United States, the outhreak of
the HIV and AIDS epidemic has vilified gay and queer men (and homosexuality
overall) who were blamed for the spread of the virus® which came to be
derogatorily known as the “gay disease”. Subsequently, the categories of gay
and queer gained renewed stigma due to this homophobic reaction, which
also included a significant negligence on the part of the government in
addressing the emerging health crisis™. In this context, the term MSM sought
to somewhat delink identity from disease in order to be able to hetter reach
those men affected hy it.

Furthermore, defining the concept was necessary for public health
practitioners and epidemiologists in order to study the impact of high-risk
sexual hehaviors on the health of men who were sexually active with men,
regardless of their cultural, social and sexual identities. As such, the term
was seen as an easy “neutral” concept to export abroad to African and
Asian countries through transnational NGOs and public health policies (see
NGOization). Further, the stigma placed on gay men as the cause for HIV/AIDS
crisis and other STDs/STIs, led the UN member states to address the needs
of people vulnerahle to infections due to their sexual behaviors, urging local
governments and civil societies to deliver prevention and health services to
the newly outlined category of MSM". The term was adopted in Lebanon, and
some Lehanese organizations have heen involved in providing health care to
MSM in cooperation with the Ministry of Health not only in HIV treatment and
prevention hut STIs and sexual health in general (see STIs).

In its emphasis on sexual acts and behavior and not on sexual identity, the
use of MSM reflects an engagement with post-structuralist debates and
analysis. Post-structuralist approaches to sexuality have challenged the
idea that a stable and universal sexual identity exists, arguing that such
a conception ignores cultural and historical differences” (see LGBT and
Sexuality). At the same time however, U.S. practitioners have critiqued the
term precisely for avoiding “identities”, arguing that the term minimizes the
importance of self-identification and rather alienates gay men who see that
the term ignores their surrounding social lives and networks that form an
inseparable part of their sexual lives and practices’.

Rebecca M. Young and Ilan H. Meyer,
“The Trouble with ‘MSM’ and ‘WSW*
Erasure of the Sexual-Minority Person
in Public Health Discourse”, American
Journal of Public Health, Vol. 95, Issue
4, 2005, pp. 1144-1148.

UNAIDS policy brief: HIV and Sex
between men, available at: http://
www.unaids.org/en/media/unaids/
contentassets/dataimport/pub/
briefingnote/2006/20060801_policy_
brief_msm_en.pdf [Last accessed
27.10.2015].

Altman, Dennis, “Political Sexualities:
Meanings and Identities in the Time of
AIDS”, in Conceiving Sexuality, Parker
and Gagnon, eds. London, Routledge,
1995, pp. 97-106.
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presscentre/featurestories/2011/
may/20110531menamsm
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In Lebanon, the term’s perceived apolitical neutrality offered a convenient
way for the Ministry of Health to avoid working publicly with self-identified
gay men and avoid acknowledging them beyond their sexual practices,
which remain punishable under law. Thus, for local activists and NGOs who
work on raising the visibility of LGBT-identifying persons, using the term
MSM appears as a contradiction in political strategies.

Although MSM sexual activities include anal sex, oral sex or mutual
masturhation, an emphasis on anal penetration (with an emphasis on the
health risks of being penetrated as opposed to penetrating - see Sex Roles)
has dominated the medical and public health field. This led to often ignoring
the multiplicity of sexual interactions and identifications. Yet, despite the
strong emphasis on men who are penetrated rather than penetrators, MSM
can still miss many communities and categories. For example, kothis®, who
are a community of feminine men in India and who do not identify as men or
as trans, hut rather as women (and take the gender role of women, which
to them includes being penetrated by a man), would not necessarily he
included under the term MSM as field practitioners noted”. At the same time
however, in the U.S. context, MSM can and does include some transwomen
as a subset category given that transwomen can still “share some hiological
risk factors with MSM™, including for example prostate cancer, and breast
cancer in transmen’s case. What this multiplicity of the uses of the MSM term
demonstrates is its specificity to a U.S. context and non-neutrality.
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The term has been used to refer critically to the proliferation of non-
governmental organizations, especially in developing countries and at the
encouragement of large donor organizations. Features of NGOization in
non-governmental organizations are: donor dependency, accountability to
donors instead of heneficiaries, single-issue focus, emphasis on technical
expertise, and moving away from grassroots organizing and mobilization
thereby leading to depoliticization and support of the “anti-politics machine”
of development.

In the 1990s, scholars writing on democratization associated NGOs with
institutional decentralization; which refers to shifting social economic
responsibilities away from a state’s authority (center)”. Thus, establishing
and funding NGOs was viewed as one method with much capacity for rapid
social intervention and high accountability to citizens. In this sense, the
multiplication of NGOs in developing countries was seen by the “northern”
funders as a primary condition for the flourishing of civil society, particularly
in postsocialist countries” but also in postcolonial and modern authoritarian
states - including the Arab states. Since then, critics of Northern/Western
development policies have argued that NGOs are simply the favored
institutional forms of neoliberalism, mainly hecause they helped ease the
state’s withdrawal from social provision by providing minimal social services,
and thus contained dissent and radicalization”.

The term NGOization emerged specifically from Latin American and
Indian experiences with development politics and neoliberal economic
imperialism. Author and political activist Arundhati Roy, who is a key
critic of development politics, has named NGOs an “indicator species” of
neoliberalism, provocatively arguing that “the greater the devastation
caused hy neoliberalism, the greater the outhreak of NGOs”. Research
on Palestine” and Nicaragua has shown that NGOs have weakened GROs
(grassroots organizations), despite the latter having significant social hases
and a history of consistent mobilization’. In the Lebanese context, NGOization
is Intimately linked with post-war neoliberal and sectarian politics, where
sometimes the newly founded NGOs are co-opted by sectarian state politics
rather than challenging them".

Women’s organizations have bheen particularly susceptible to NGOization
or at least have been the focus of most of the critique directed at the
phenomenon. Islah Jad has noted that in the case of Palestine, the singling
out of women as a target group might undermine collectivities built around
national independence struggles’.
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In Lebanon, the increased NGOization of women’s movements has had
mixed results, but a clear professionalization trend can be ohserved™. In
addition, the quick multiplication of sexuality rights NGOs over the past
decade demonstrates a preference for institutionalized professionalized
approach and not community grassroots organizing, in a context where
such organising attempts has had quite ephemeral lifespan at least since
the late nineties. While efforts at community organizing from the bottom do
exist, as several feminist and queer underground collectives continue to
self-organize, observers tend to identify a certain tendency to follow global
donor trends. These can be reflected sometimes in the adoption of a specific
cause (the nevertheless crucial issue of migrant domestic workers for
example, which can be argued has come at the expense of neglecting issues
of other women workers locally) or in the choice of preferred structure
(whether hierarchical, deliberately “non-hierarchical”, horizontal collective,
or cooperative, etc) which can be argued is adopted through a process
of negotiating on-ground experiences with power as well as with various
globalizing trends.

Recent scholarship tends to add nuance to the dichotomy hetween “NGO” and
“social movement” arguing that the former “refers to status” and the latter
to “a process” highlighting that the cleavage makes sense for the activists
themselves™ which is also observable in the lebanese context. Leading
researchers who were formerly very critical of NGOization are encouraging
a more ambivalent reevaluation of the work done by non-governmental
organizations, especially those focusing on women™. They claim that the
work of NGOs is not always completely NGOized. Rather, women’s NGOs
always performed a hybrid function, as hoth feminist movement activists
and providers of civil society technical expertise. Groundbreaking academic
Sonia Alvarez claims that in the South American region, many women’s NGOs
have been important producers and disseminators of feminist knowledge
and contributed to the incorporation of at least some feminist ideas in
development discourses . This reevaluation is important to consider in
Beirut’'s movements and in the Lebanese context at large.

When considering active women’s rights groups in Beirut and their interaction
with local communities, one can ohserve a reliance on the “mediatization” of
particular issues such as domestic violence campaigns run by KAFA which
then function to mobilize local communities . While such an approach serves
to mainstream very urgent guestions of violence against women, it directs
their energy and funding toward changes in the law or ideology (see for
example Kafa’s campaign against men buying sex ), while sometimes also
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falling into a discourse of victimhood that limits conceptualizations of
women as agents and survivors.

In general, and as explained above, principles such as “gender mainstreaming”
and “LGBT rights” are strongly associated with transnational NGO politics
and donor priorities, and often lead to ineffective and largely problematic
adaptations. Yet, and despite of criticism of women’s, gender and sexuality
rights’ groups such as KAFA, Abaad, and Helem and their often contradictory
politics; these groups have heen able to insert feminist ideas and anti-
homophobic attitudes in mainstream discourses through the aforementioned
legal efforts or media campaigns.
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The English term “orgasm” derives from the Greek “orgasmos”, meaning
excitement or swelling. Definitions of the phenomenon have changed over
time, and different definitions existed in various cultural spaces. Currently,
there is no consensus on what an orgasm is, as a long-standing debate in
the medical community about whether the orgasm is primarily a physical ot
psychological experience persists. Cultural theorists argue that this struggle
to define orgasm creates sexual norms - often male and heterosexually
centred - which facilitate social control and the policing of bodies and
identities".

Before the 18th century in Europe, the orgasm was described as a heat
sensation that overcame the entire hody and a gquasi-metaphysical
experience. In the late 1700s, the medical establishment began to localize the
orgasm specifically in the genitalia and to describe it as a decidedly physical
phenomenon®. In 1918, the orgasm was already frequently described as the
peak or climax of sexual activity - a conception that remains a mainstream
understanding today" including across the Middle East.

Women’s orgasms have triggered more scientific curiosity and populac
scrutiny than men’s. For example, an extensive study on human sexuality by
Masters and Johnson, published in 1966, dedicated 100 pages to describing
women’s orgasms and only 39 to describing men’s’. Early 19th century
medical experimentation convinced doctors that women ovulate even in the
absence of sexual pleasure and thus do not need to climax in order to
become pregnant. By the end of the 1800s, this argument had transformed
into a belief that women are either incapable of orgasming or orgasm rarely”.
Diagnoses such as hysteria and anorgasmia hegan to appear at the same
time, and were later transmitted into acquired colonies.

The 20th century witnessed a great interest in categorizing orgasms in
women across Western Europe. In 1906, Sigmund Freud - whose writings
would also influence Middle Eastern psychological studies - advanced the
thesis that young girls initially experience clitoral orgasm but transfer the
experience of orgasm to the vagina in the course of their psychosocial
development”. Women who were interviewed by researchers in later studies
described two different types of orgasmic sensations associated with
clitoral and vaginal stimulation’. The Masters and Johnson’s study, which
was hased on direct observation in a laboratory setting, disproved the thesis
of the two orgasms and argued that vaginal contractions were present in
women’s sexual climaxes regardless of how they were stimulated”. While
no evidence has been found to support the frequently-cited classification
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of women’s orgasms into “vulval”, “uterine” and “hlended””, more medical
research into the anatomy of the clitoris demonstrated that the internal
parts of the clitoris may be involved in women’s experience of so-called
“vaginal orgasms™".

Feminist texts from the 1970s argued that the vaginal orgasm was a myth
meant to deny women clitoral pleasure and make them submit to male
penetrative sex . Alternative, leshian, and queer feminisms, mostly emerging
from the U.S, Canada, and parts of Europe has also pushed for non-orgasm-
centered view of sexual intercourse and re-prioritization of bodily pleasure.
In Lebanon, two generations of leftist feminists (in the 1970s and the 2000s)
have engaged with a variety of feminist literature on sex and sexuality.
Sexual pleasure is tackled indirectly through the delivery of psychosocial
services to women survivors of domestic violence, where they describe theit
experiences with marital rape and express their lack of pleasure during
intercourse. However, the debate ahout sex and women’s pleasure remained
in the personal and intimate citcles of those groups and did not directly
reach to political agendas and public discourse™”. Some activists explain
this political gap by the unsafe context, where they fear violent reactions
against them from the community they are working with, or from religious
institutions. Sociological studies today continue to point to an “orgasm
gap” between women and men in heterosexual relationships wherein men’s
orgasms are prioritized and more frequent than women’s™". It is in this sense
that women’s orgasm continues to be a political issue tied to the liberation
of women’s hodies and their right to control over their own pleasure™.
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Patriarchy is a social structure in which men have power over women.
Etymologically, the term derives from the ancient Greek “patriarches”
meaning older males, and refers to the paternal ruler of families, tribes
or churches. In classical anthropology, “patriarchal structure” refers to
families, social groups, work and political structures in which men hold the
positions of power". For European and North American feminists, patriarchy
is a social system of masculine domination over women®. In the Lehanese
context, feminist anthropologist Suad Joseph has defined patriarchy as “the
privileging of males and seniors and the mobilization of kin structures, kin
morality, and kin idioms to legitimate and institutionalize gendered and aged
domination™. The same system is also often referred to as “abawiya” in
Arabic and in some activist communities, which highlights the figure of the
father as the patriarch.

Patriarchy as a structure of oppression (rather than structure of kinship as
Joseph conceptualizes it) was initially theorized by US-hased, 1960s “radical
feminists” (see Feminism). They defined it as the primary, fundamental social
division in society and argued that it was being maintained through men’s
control over women via the institution of the family, rape, violence and
denial of bodily autonomy". Marxist feminists split from the initial radical
feminist groups; they rejected the individualistic assumptions on which the
radical feminist notions of patriarchy were based”. For Marxist feminists,
men’s domination over women is a result of capitalist exploitation and is
dependent on class relations, as well as a result of systemic and institutional
discrimination” (see Power). In the late 1960s, Marxist feminists focused on
understanding how patriarchal arrangements dictate women’s performance
of unpaid housework and care labor’ (see Work).

“Dual systems theory”, proposed hy Heidi Hartmann in 1979, was meant to
be a synthesis of radical and Marxist feminist positions, and argued that
capitalism and patriarchy were interdependent, mutually-beneficial but
distinct systems of oppression”. In a later formulation which drew and
expanded on the “dual systems” paradigm, bell hooks spoke of “imperialist
white-supremacist capitalist patriarchy” in order to emphasize the
intertwined functioning of several systems of oppression”. Theories of
patriarchy were a core issue in the 1970s Anglo-American feminist movement,
but this type of totalizing theorizing lost its appeal as post-colonialism,
post-structuralist deconstruction and identity politics became more visible
in 1980s and 1990s academia and grassroots progressive politics.

Hisham Sharabi’s thesis on the “neopatriarchal”/neotraditional organization
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of Arab societies (published in 1988) has proved very influential in public
discussions on patriarchy, kinship and political structures in the MENA
region. Sharahi argues that the Arab world’s relations of social and economic
dependency with Europe have led to a postwar “distorted and dependent
capitalism” which created a petty bourgeoisie whose mentality was
patriarchal (e, traditional - in his understanding) in spite of certain modern
trappings. Sharabi’'s hook problematizes the continued dominance of “the
Father” in family and society and the power of extensive kinship networks.

Building on the works of known feminists such as Nawal Saadawi and
Fatema Mernissi and departing from their critiques of patriarchy specifically
as male domination over women, Sharabi also argued (in passing) that such a
distorted, simultaneously traditional and modern system is doubly oppressive
to women. However, for him, the nuclear family (as opposed to the extended
family) is inherently democratic, a form which enahbles equalitarian, romantic
love, a social institution which provides “the necessary (but not sufficient)
ground for the liberation of women™". Such a stance can be contrasted to
European and North American feminist critiques of the nuclear family and the
division of labor within it.

Arab gender scholars have contested the European and North American
feminist formulation of “patriarchy”. They also pointed out that patriarchy is
not immutable or inflexible, even in apparently highly traditional societies.
Anthropologist Suad Joseph showed how Western psychoanalitical notions
about anti-patriarchal struggle as the quest for individuation and autonomy
cannot describe the way in which her Lebanese informants, men and women,
conceived of themselves as a part of others, intimately connected to extended
families, albeit ones structured by age and male privilege. She highlights,
however, significant fluidity in relationships within and between families
as well as the importance in Arab contexts of brother-sister dynamics in
reproducing patriarchal power™.

While characterizing the Arab countries as the “patriarchal belt” or “classical
patriarchies”, Deniz Kandiyoti nevertheless argues that women actively or
passively resist men’s domination and renegotiate gender relations. In her
examples, women relied on strategies such as manipulating the affection of
their hushands or sons to ensure some power positions and status within
families. She calls such attempts at making an unjust system temporarily
work in one’s favor “patriarchal bargains”. Some women might be skeptical
towards anti-patriarchal (i.e. feminist) organizing because a potential new
system offers them no guarantee of even the possibility of bargaining -
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a fear which should be treated seriously and respectfully by activists, as
Kandiyoti suggests .

Recent manifestations in popular culture in the Arab world and Lebanon
(such as television shows) suggest a reinforcement of patriarchal structures
by stressing that masculinity is public whereas femininity should be
confined in the realm of the private™. In this context, NGOs and activists
try to spread the use of the term “patriarchy” (batriargiyya or ‘abawiyya) in
order to question the system. Still, the meaning is obscure for a majority of
people and its signification often distorted. The idea is misunderstood or
sometimes not understood at all, leading to accusations of man-hate rather
than widening the debate.
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Power stems etymologically from the latin “potere” and is related to the
French “pouvoir”, both of which mean “to be ahle”. Power as a concept
is widely debated, and points of disagreement are manifold. One of the
main points of debate is whether ‘power’ means ‘power-over’ or ‘power-
to’. ‘Power-over’ denotes a relationship of unequal force, while ‘power-to’
refers to an ability or a capacity to act. Another way to divide debates
on power is by distinguishing hetween action-theoretical conceptions
(referring to particular actors or the individual capacity to act) and systemic
or constitutive conceptions of power (“power as systematically structuring
possibilities for action, or, more strongly, as constituting actors and the
social world in which they act”).

Feminism as a political current and social movement incorporates,
in different contexts and periods, all the notions of power: power over,
power to, power as actor-centric and as operating structurally. Liberal
feminist thinkers most often analyze power as a positive resource to be
redistributed to women. Phenomenological, radical and socialist feminist
approaches discuss power as domination and may refer to it alternatively as
“oppression”, “patriarchy” or “subjection” (which is for example prominent
in Nawal Saadawi’s conceptualizations). Intersectional approaches advocate
for developing a framework for understanding power which grants equal
weight to gender, race and class-hased subordination, as well as markers
that are relevant for each particular context such as sectarianism, or
sexuality (see Intersectionality).

In post-structuralist feminism, Foucaultian notions according to which power
is not primarily repressive but rather both repressive and constructive have
been extremely influential across the European, North American, and to a
certain extent Middle Eastern feminist works. Michel Foucault also theorized
the interaction between power and the body through his conceptualization of
“disciplinary power” which is productive of docile bodies made controllable
by the state and social institutions. These conceptualizations are salient
in feminist critiques against state control of women’s bodies, including in
Lebanon (see Hymen). Lastly, the 2011 Arab Revolt protests have included
significant criticism from feminists against authoritarian state power over
women’s bodies including various activist acts, while various waves of
feminist protests in Lebanon have pointed directly at the state’s role in
perpetuating the subjugation of women through policies that limit their
bodily rights (see Sex and Bodily Rights).

Marxist conceptions of power as domination and as operating through
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ideology have heen used to expose the liberal state’s hypocrisy in promoting
non-discrimination and equal opportunity policies while structural, deeply-
embhedded inequalities prevail. As a result of this critique of formal power,
many feminist groups opt for horizontal, structureless organizing formulas,
employed in some small feminist collectives in Beirut in what constitutes
a conscious effort to fight against reproducing inequality, with various
degrees of success. Yet, even such an approach is not without critique,
mainly because it risks assuming that hierarchies can be broken through
“structurelessness” where in fact they are frequently only rendered invisible.
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Literally, queer means “odd” or “strange”. The term was - and continues to
be - used as a slur in the United States for persons with same-sex sexual
desires, much like the current slur “fag”. “Queer” was first reclaimed in the
late eighties and nineties through the politics of the activist groups Act Up
(the AIDS Coalition to unleash Power) and Queer Nation, whose main struggle
was to push the US. government to address the AIDS crisis in the gay
community. The political strategy was not only to claim queerness as part of
life, but also to challenge “normativity” including exposing heteronormativity

as a system that is taken for granted in the workings of daily life.

The term was hrought to the academic sphere hy the very activists involved
in the reclamatory politics, and was further developed into “queer theory”
which drew on post-structuralist theories and now forms a central field in
Gay and Leshian Studies. The theory’s main premise is that identities are
not fixed categories that determine the social condition, but they are rather
fluid, mutable, and multiple. Thus, the theory calls on “identity politics”
to reconsider its role in maintaining essentialist notions of gender and
sexuality”. Contrary to common misunderstandings however, queer theory
and identity politics are not mutually exclusive’. Indeed, queer politics
acknowledge the need for identity politics. While identity politics fights
heteronormativity, and while LGBT identity politics often fight for inclusion
as normative identities, queer theory and politics challenge the very system
that produces identity categories and normativity itself’.

As the politics and theory progressed, “Queer” was added to the LGBTQ
acronym which drew attention to the guestion whether Queer can actually
function as an identity category. Mostly, “queer” remains used as a general
label for “non-normative” sexualities. The term is also used for gender
identities (not only sexual identities), wherein “gender-queer” now denotes
a person who does not identify with either end of the gender binary (not
as a man or a woman) and actively seeks to challenge this hinary through
their gender presentation and performance. Academically, queer theory is
increasingly critiqued for appearing universalist and/or for maintaining
Western theoretical assumptions®, and is molded by new interventions from
post- and de-colonial academic thinking'.

The term’s use in Lebanon has heen mostly among Beirut-based gender
and sexuality activist circles” that have access to queer theory’s academic
debates, academic publishing on queer sexuality in the region”, and
who negotiate reclamatory sexual politics locally”. Campaigns such as
“ana shath”, conducted by the local group Helem in 2010 as part of the
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International Day Against Homophohia and Transphobia, reflect the basic
premise of reclamatory politics that seek to give unapologetic visibility
to the commonly perceived “non-normative” and challenge the very quest
for normativity . Other campaigns explicitly linked queer activism to a
fight against sectarianism and for secularism in protests such as “Laique
Pride™ . Many in the sexual rights activism sphere have resorted to using
“queer” instead of “LGBT” given the latter term’s firm association with donot
agendas, NGOization, and European and/or American governments’ funding.
The term is often transliterated into Arabic as “kweer”, and is used in blog
writings and public graffiti.
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al-gam’ wal-"'unsurirya wal-ta’ifiyah”
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the system of oppression, racism,
and sectarianism], Shabab Assafir,
available at: http://shabab.assafir.com/
Article.aspx?ArticlelD=853
[Last accessed 13.9.2015).

Lebanese Stage First Pro-Secular
Demonstration”, Al-Arabiyya,
25 April 2010, available at:
http://www.alarabiya.net/
articles/2010/04/25/106801.html
[Last accessed 13.9.2015].
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Broadly, women’s reproductive health includes the option and ability to
decide whether and when to have children, to have access to reproductive
healthcare including birth control and safe abortion, prenatal and obstetric
care, and to have access to information. Sexual and reproductive health
and rights as a subset of human rights were outlined at the 1968 Cairo UN
conference on human rights. The term “reproductive health” in its modern
form has been quickly popularized through UN channels and through
transnational NGOs. The concept was further developed by family planning
institutions, women’s health movements and groups, and the World Health
Organization, whose definition includes “the right of all to make decisions
concerning reproduction free of discrimination, coercion and violence™.
The inclusion of reproductive rights within the frame of women’s right to
self-determination” was progressive in its categorizing of maternal mortality
as a human rights violation, emphasizing the right to family planning, and
considering the lack of access to birth control as a form of discrimination.

Local level interactions with the concept and its agenda led to coining the
term “reproductive justice”, which was invoked in the 1980s by indigenous
women and women of color in the United States”. The term stresses a will
to reveal the limits of the white liberal middle class notion of “choice”,
and emphasizes the structural inequalities that prevent some women to
even have access to a “choice” to begin with, due to class discrimination
or racial inequalities’ (see Intersectionality, and Social Justice). Invoking
the term “justice” also aims to hold various North American and European
governments accountable for acts such as forced sterilizations, which has
been a dominant practice against minority communities such as indigenous
women in the US., the Roma in Europe’, and today Ethiopian women in
Israel, as well as against women with disabilities worldwide. Another local
intervention in reshaping reproductive health is for example the inclusion
of the concept of dignity to the various components of reproductive health,
as has been argued hy some specialists who studied attitudes toward
reproductive care in Beirut, Lebanon”.

In addition, the applicability of this term and its agenda has been debated
among feminists, including the question whether or not to use the conception
of reproductive “rights” instead of the more general reproductive “health™’.
The former stresses health issues as a right that must be provided by the
state and its institutions, while the latter leaves out accountability and may
risk a disregard for the individual rights of women®. The same debate arises
in relation to conceptions of sexual rights and sexual health; sexual rights

World Health Organization, Human
Rights, Health, and Poverty Reduction
Strategies, Health & Human Rights
Publications Series, No. 5, 2008.

“A Ten-Year Retrospective on
Reproductive Rights at the Start of the
21st Century”, Center for Reproductive
Rights, [No Date], available at: http://
www.reproductiverights.org/sites/
crr.civicactions.net/files/documents/
RR_10years_2010.pdf
[Last accessed 23.10.2015].

Loretta Ross, “What is Reproductive
Justice?”, The Pro-Choice Public
Education Project, [No Date], available
at http://www.protectchoice.org/
section.php?id=28
[Last accessed 20.10.2015).

Ibid.

“Against Her Will: Forced and
Coerced Sterilization of Women
Worldwide”, Open Saciety Foundation,
3 October 2011, available at https://
www.opensocietyfoundations.org/
publications/against-her-will-forced-
and-coerced-sterilization-women-
worldwide [Last accessed 10.10.2015].

Afamia Kaddour, Raghda Hafez,
Huda Zurayk, “Women’s Perceptions
of Reproductive Health in Three
Communities around Beirut, Lebanon”,
Reproductive Health Matters, Vol. 13,
Issue 25, 2005, pp. 34-42.

Sonia Corréa, “From reproductive
health to sexual rights, Achievements
and future challenges”, Reproductive
Health Matters, Vol 5, 1997, pp. 107-116.

Betsy Hartmann, Reproductive Rights
and Wrongs: The Global Politics of
Population Control, South End Press,
1995.

World Health Organization, Human
Rights, Health, and Poverty Reduction
Strategies, Health & Human Rights
Publications Series, No. 5, 2008.

“A Ten-Year Retrospective on
Reproductive Rights at the Start
of the 21st Century”, Center for
Reproductive Rights
ne alio ([jgSio pé pinill Ayli]
http://www.reproductiverights. :lnylll
org/sites/crr.civicactions.net/files/
[documents/RR_10years_2010.pdf
[23/10/2015 . a1l 8,3l

Loretta Ross, “What is Reproductive
Justice?”, The Pro-Choice Public
€ pinill Ayli] Education Project
http//www dhilll pe alio ([jgS30
protectchoice.org/section.php?id=28
[10/10/2015 4 &padll 6,L1]

‘auwai gagell

“Against Her Will: Forced and
Coerced Sterilization of Women
Worldwide”, Open Society Foundation,
3/10/2011,
https:// www. :laull pe alio
opensocietyfoundations.org/
publications/against-her-will-forced-
and-coerced-sterilization-women-
worldwide
[10/10/2015 ;4 8,3l 8)31]

Afamia Kaddour, Raghda Hafez,
Huda Zurayk, “Women’s Perceptions
of Reproductive Health in Three
Communities around Beirut, Lebanon”,
Reproductive Health Matters, Vol. 13,
Issue 25, 2005, pp. 34-42.

Sonia Corréa, “From reproductive
health to sexual rights, Achievements
and future challenges”, Reproductive

Health Matters, Vol 5, 1997, pp. 107-116.

Betsy Hartmann, Reproductive Rights
and Wrongs: The Global Politics of
Population Control, South End Press,
1995.

ol Jlahdll Lilail olgl jlial e 8ysall dulaitll duall Jaii @éole 6)gua.
s o Loy cdnbailll Gauall dlell Sle Jganllg Lkl Jabill Lkl pac
e Jssanlly auloill lesg 81a 48 dsleyllg ool yalgadly fonll gio
dulhilllg &uwiall §gaallg dall duagpell lhghall Cioaw) sdg ulogleall
ubuwilll §gba Jga daaiall polll jaigo o ulwilll §gba gopd oo £14S
olieay “abhilll Aauall” alluae il 1968 plell o &pmlall 4 sdc (il
jae @uogSall pué cilolhiall yicg 63aiall ro_o_ﬂl Cilgid jue loupw Esall
dva e glasll tuleganog calsyng & pudll il Aluawgoe Cydlag dilagll
&7 Joiy aayei iy S5l pggaall lia dyollell dauall dalriog 8lpall
ol}S_Ulg aapaill oe Baer wilaill daleiall culjlyall 3Lail o il @ ton
lojuaos juyai oo ol}_r.dl G k| oo dubailll Ggaall aljs] ulsg “raiellg
osgaaiig «builll Ggan cllgiils culgodll cailiagl aatinai Cugs (o Lolai
Joall gio Jilwg e Jguanll o jaoll jLiiclg opudll o aii 6 Gall e

aaaill JlS_u.II G0 Jsais

elpa Al anphy $3l aoliplly allhiaocll g o ddaoell cudl claill sl
el cpdiell gpall calbyisiled o0 adliai 3l “alailll ddlsell” allhuiao
jpg aaiall culydgll ) &iglall 85l calgs :Lu.u.llg aliadll cage il
aanll Q_D.LJI S3 LA og-gao sgaa e_na.u o0 ) oHbaall 3
giog ($3 I (sgsidll slglunall psc e s3ing cliapdl dadlpdll Ghawgll
& apaill cuuy e lig (Labwl “LA" eldiol 6j38 o (in cluill ya o
dlsellg duohlaill caiyei )Jo_ll) T L}.uLuJI e dlgluall psc 9| adahll
caline dwbe (I l_xa.ll “Ulsell” allhuao plsaiwl casgig - (@ucloindll
Sl Spuwall paseill Jio dLQ.ol e dugjgillg adloidl s podll culogsall
cbidgll o auladll ug_v_mll uo cbudlls cululadll 3.a doili &ujlan uls
P9+ il - Glugrill bl 3uag « ngng oo ()2ell) pgply 83niadl
alaall dn uidll oy o9 pdlell Jon dalall culsbisll chlgs cbuill 3uag
calito | dolsll pggao JLas| dulailll dauall délua bsle] ] daslgll
Gl gapabaiadl ya ey aslbs Les ( JUadl i e dplaidll dauall oolod

Colid w46 dpbilll dgle dl olai ca dlgoll Ig s

aoliplly alluasll lim docllo Joa iligumill ca Liai welds ] &abadl
Ty &plaitll “Bo-aall” pg gao plsaiml allue L3 4 Loy casyay il
e 33 Jol pg-gaalls . Tgais IS I dylaigll “auall” pg o o
Al Loua «lgiluuugog &lgall Q_L.Og.l ol it §as daunll ddleiall Jiluwall
clanill &y3y801 Gg-aal LAy Jagy 38 Ji dmbaall ilill pggaall Jooiy
Cu.-uuall dnallg dpuminll Ggaall ogghaar ok Lo b aise Yhlaill jiug
Jodai Losa cdpuiall Godall alhiao elsaiwl o Lda) sd cbgmills
“8430n” sl dpwinll dvall alhuas duocuwyll Sluwgoll

90



91

can be favored by feminists but official institutions rather use the more
“neutral” term of sexual health.

In Lebanon, the use of the term “women’s health” ailuill &~uall instead of
“reproductive health” & ulailll &~all appears to be favored by a number
of women. A study” found out that women understand reproductive health
within the context of a patriarchal society and thus within unequal power
relations. This means that often reproduction is seen as a duty and a vehicle
of social and economic status, thereby conditioning women’s reproductive
choices and sexual hehaviors. Moreover, abortion remains illegal and thus is
often practiced under unsafe conditions'. International organizations and
local NGOs in Lebanon mainly work on reducing maternal mortality, family
planning and STIs™, focusing on the medical aspects of reproductive and
sexual health, with much lesser attention paid to addressing women’s right
to choose whether and when to have children free of social or familial
pressure, to own her hody, desires and sexuality choices.

Afamia Kaddour, Raghda Hafez, Huda
Zurayk, op. cit, pp. 34-42.

Ibid.

UNFPA Lebanon, “Reproductive
Health and Rights”, [No Date],
available at: http://www.unfpa.org.
|b/PROGRAMME-AREAS/Reproductive-
Health-and-Rights.aspx
[Last accessed 23.10.2015].
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The English term “sex” refers hoth to the biological classification of male
and female, as well as to physical sexual intercourse. Its Arahic equivalent
“jins” refers to the same two meanings as well as to gender. However, “jins”
did not always carry these meanings. In fact, up to the late 18th century
“jins” still meant type or kind as per its Greek origin “genos” and did not
refer to sexual interactions'. Joseph Massad argues that “jins” acquited the
biological meaning (as well as national one such as in the word’s derivative
“jinsiyyah”) in the early twentieth century through translations of works
such as Freud’s”.

The European and North American modern view of “sex” underwent key
shifts, namely one from considering sex, sexual acts, and sexuality as
“natural” and innate, to a view that sees sex as social”. Resorting to “nature”
to understand sex has historically led to limiting women’s choice in sex and
reproduction as it was argued that sex was necessary for procreation and
is part of a “natural” life cycle. Thus, hy defining natural sex, one had to also
define unnatural sex. This is a definition that changes in correspondence to
the social conditions in a particular context, but in general it has included
non-heterosexual, non-penetrative sex, and non-reproductive sex.

Sex as an act continues to be dominated by a heterosexual penetrative
understanding which demonstrates a phallo-centric approach to sex. This
means that non-penetrative acts are seen as less sexual, less valued, or
even less “serious”. Often the effect is to erase the wide array of sexual
practices and experiences that exist, including for example non-penetrative
sex between women. A phallo-centric approach to sex also feeds into
denying that women’s central sexual organ is the clitoris (its sole hiological
purpose is pleasure), and not the vagina. This view clearly departs from a
male-centered understanding of sexual pleasure that casts women’s sexual
pleasure as secondary.

A central component in the modern definition of sex today is the requirement
of consent. Any sexual act taking place without the consent of all actors,
is considered rape. Typically, rape has also been defined - using a phallo-
centric view - as the act of unwanted penetration which in turn legally
labels all non-penetrative and non-consensual sexual acts as “attempted
rape”™. In 2014, the Lebanese state passed a law addressing domestic
violence in which it introduced a “marital right to intercourse” therehy
effectively erasing consent as a key requirement to sex in marriage and
ignoring the phenomenon of “marital rape™.

Joseph Massad, Desiring Arabs,
Chicago, The University of Chicago
Press, 2007, p. 171.

Ibid.

Steven Seidman, The Social
Construction of Sexuality, New York

and London, W.W. Norton and Company,

2010.

United Nations Population Fund -
Lebanon, “Glossary of Gender-Based
Violence Terms and Vocabulary”,
2012, p.24.

See for example: Ellie Violet Bramley,
“Why does Lebanese hill on domestic
violence fail to tackle marital rape?”,
The Guardian, 09 April 2014, available
at: http://www.theguardian.com/
global-development/2014/apr/09/
lebanese-hill-domestic-violence-
marital-rape
[Last accessed 05.09.2015].
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In addition, the Lebanese penal code continues to differentiate between
rape survivors on the hases of their virginity (see “Hymen” definition). In
contrast, the reality that NGO practitioners and social workers observe is a
coercion of sex as a “religious duty” inflicted on women, even when they do
not consent to it.

The modern nation-state is actively involved in policing its citizens’
sex practices and regulating reproduction, usually celebrating marital
heterosexual relations at the expense of criminalizing non-marital and
homosexual relations, or paid sex. The Lebanese law includes several articles
that police women’s hodies, their right to abortion, their right to consent
(see analysis of rape under Lebanese law in the definition of “Hymen”), and
their rights to sex/reproductive healthcare. It also criminalizes non-marital
sex under article 487 and 488", homosexual penetrative sex/homosexuality
under article 534, as well as others’ solicitation of sex outside of the state’s
“superclubs” under articles 523, 524, 526 and 528'.

Maya Mikdashi, “A Legal Guide to
Being a Lebanese Woman: part 17,
Jadaliyya, 03 December 2010, available
at: http://www.jadaliyya.com/pages/
index/376/a-legal-guide-to-being-a-
lebanese-woman-(part-1)

[Last accessed 14.09.2015].
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The categorizing of sex roles in a heterosexual setting is often hased on
employing binary associations between men, masculinity, and activity on
the one hand, and women, femininity, and passivity on the other. Thus, in a
patriarchal heteronormative setting, these associations translate sexually
into understanding women as only sexually receptive and passive, and men
as only active and penetrative; thereby cancelling women’s sexual agency
and allocating power over women’s hodies to men (see Hymen). In fact,
the very distinction of “active” and “passive” is hased on a phallocentric
depiction of sex which only views penetration as an active male role (see
Sex).

This divide is also central to informing gender and sex roles in queer
communities. Categories such as “top”, “hottom”, “versatile”, “butch”, “femme”
are not simply sex roles, but are variously categorized in academic literature
as queer gender roles, erotic roles, sexual scripts, and erotic subcultures.
The butch and femme roles have been an important debate topic in North
American leshian feminism. In the 1960s, “The Ladder”, the first US leshian
magazine, published by the Daughters of Bilitis collective, showcased
arguments against leshian role-playing. Butch roles in particular were
seen as unenlightened and old-fashioned. In a continuation of this line of
thinking, in the 1970s and 1980s, leshian feminism advocated androgynous
presentations and “egalitarian” sexual relationships as anti-patriarchal
tools. Widely-read essays, such as Adrien Rich’s “Compulsory Heterosexuality
and Leshian Existence” suggested that butch/femme sex roles are inherently
patriarchal, because they replicate heterosexual models and men-women
power dynamics.

On the other hand, research into the history of leshian communities and
later, post-structuralist theorizing pointed out that these roles made the
working-class leshian community publicly visible, that they were a mark
of sexual choice and agency, that they are not merely imitative but also
performative, and that they coopt traditional notions of masculinity and
femininity but subvert them by revealing how gender is socially constructed
rather than innate. Anthropologist Gayle Rubin has argued that butch should
be considered a leshian gender rather than an imitation of heterosexual
men while philosopher Judith Butler pointed out that leshian role playing is
both imitative and subversive of heterosexual norms. While the terms “butch”
and “femme” are used in some small circles in Beirut, local terms such as
“hasan sahi” (tomboy), “boyat” (from boy), or “mustarjilah” (the one who acts
as a man) are more prevalent across the Middle East and denote a different
gender presentation and role, but also is often used to describe leshian
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sexual behavior or identity. For example, a panic over the masculinization
of gitls in the United Arab Emirates in 2009 led the Ministry to release a
campaign against “the fourth gender” which it understood as gitls being too
masculinized and too friendly with other gitls in schools.

Whereas the discussions about “butch”, “femme”, and “mustarjilat” roles
are very much about gender presentation, the question of sex roles used
to describe gay men much more often references very concrete sexual
practices. Categories such as “bottom”, “top” and “versatile” are frequently
defined in terms of so-called receptive or insertive preference during anal
and oral sex. It has been suggested that this essentialization stems from
public health studies on gay men’s sexual behavior (see MSM).

However, many research interview subjects emphasize that among gay men
there is considerable fluidity in claimed roles and a great variety of sexual
practices; they feel these aspects show that estahlished labels are restrictive
and that a host of practices becomes obscured by medical researchers’
attention for anal penetration. Ethnographic research has also revealed that
even in U.S. and European LGBT communities, the labels are used especially
in hook-up situations, with an important degree of negotiation. The relevance
of these labels in some European as well as Middle Eastern gay groups or
communities has been nuanced or challenged, with attention paid to how
such roles intersect with other identity labels including ethnicity. While terms
such as “top” and “bottom” are used in Lebanon in for example online chats
on dating applications such as Grindr, Manjam, or Gay Romeo, local words
also exist to denote similar meanings. For example, “salib” _Jlw and “mujib”
wiago (negative and positive) also refer to sex roles hetween men based on
penile insertion wherein the salib is the “penetrated” or “receiver” and the
mujib is the “penetrator”.

Besides denoting erotic preference, “hottom”, “top” and “versatile” are
connected to gender performances and status. Stereotypically, “bottoms”
are associated with social submission, passivity, effeminacy - associations
which stem from the devaluing of the feminine and the penetrable. Within and
beyond LGBT spaces, the “hottom” identity is more likely to be devalued and
stigmatized. “Tops” are expected to be dominant and may be more protected
from stigma. In certain cultural spaces, men who engage in exclusively
penetrative anal sex are not considered to be outside the houndaries of
heterosexuality (see heteronormativity). “Versatile” identities seem to have
proliferated in Western gay communities as a result of critiques of rigid
top-bottom roles as mimicking heterosexual power dynamics; increasingly,
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Sexuality today can be considered as a broad umbrella term that encompasses Steven Seidman, The Social Steven Seidman, The Social Jleallly cibiggll Join 5 uulgg Laola LAlhino pgull dyiliuinll jliicl ¢ Soy
. " . . . . Construction of Sexuality, New York Construction of Sexuality, New York K A N ; L ST N T .
sexual identities, sexual acts, feelings, desires, and hodily expressions and and London, WW. Nozton and Company, and London, WM. Notton and Company, uaeadll dl_;.n U dsowall cledsdlg calpeillg ‘uLLC)“g ¢ jeliiadlg cduuiall
performances. Sexuality continues to he understood hy some as an innate 2000. 2010 Gl sg0idan oimg gl e b Spha fad Lgil e auiluiall -84y
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to the late nineteenth century in Europe, during which time sexologists Ihid, p. 7. 7 o i gagal uj}.m_ulg u_ngg_IJl L}.u_DJl pde Jofg - yuinll dylosl w2oloudly sl
began to explore physical and biological hasis for sex". European and North cdupé dgenlnll dyiluuiall N lgilon og «ubialiadl o degono go UJLmu.II
. . . Ibid, p. 8-12. 12-8 4o cawai gajall
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sexuality was heterosexual and that that the purpose of the sexual desire Joseph Massad, Desiring Arabs, Joseph Massad, Desiring Arabs, aulia ol Ludall ya e
K y K i i i P i P i . Chicago, The University of Chicago Chicago, The University of Chicago |.e_1..o I LSI LJLQ'DJJIQ uhS |9 uLu I rcu.ug UJI 63| Lo E
and drive was reproductive. This specific scientific view is what led to the Press, 2007, p. 172. Press, 2007, p. 172 ua clale yapc Lgiue bpdall a9 dbluuy dalizall ol dueuhll e
marking of certain sexualities, behaviors and acts (namely same-sex ones) Michel Foucault, The History of Michel Foucault, The History of ol clglale il llg sliadipm gugclo k_,..La_I_IJI ro_e_xlm U0 ‘ug}_uS
as unnatural or simply other. During the same period, several sexologists Sexuality Volume 1: An Introduction, Sexuality Volume 1: An Introduction, CLgoyai pac uiyg eubh duuiall &uliall Il lganlag files L,
London, Allen Lane, 1979 [1976]. London, Allen Lane, 1979 [1976].

including German Magnus Hirschfeld and British Havelock Ellis among others
offered a challenging voice and argued that homosexuality was natural and
should not be criminalized”.

Psychologists also significantly shaped the understanding of sexuality. Most
notably, Austrians Kraftt-Ebing and Sigmund Freud explored sexuality as a
central psychological affair that determines one’s personal development.
Freud in particular held the view that “sex is at the core of the self”, and
subsequently theorized the field of psychoanalysis in which he proposed
that people undergo several stages of sexual-psychological development”.
According to academic Steven Seideman, although Freud’'s work built on
previous sexology, he viewed sex not only as procreative, but rather as a
pleasurable drive that can be expressed or oppressed, which in turn shapes
the individual’s psychological development’. Freud’s works were translated
into Arabic in the 1950s and subsequently gave birth to the term “jinsiyah”
which carries the dual meaning of sexuality/sexual and nationality as well as
the word “mithliyah” (sameness, denotes homosexual orientation)”.

These two views - the sexological and psychological - fall under the
understanding of sexuality as an innate hiological drive. A second view sees
sexuality as a socially constructed set of feelings, behaviors, and acts which
are shaped by one’s socioeconomic conditions (class), racialized marking,
and gender identity. Perhaps most influential in the deconstructive strain of
thinking has been Michel Foucault who in 1976 wrote a philosophical history
of European sexuality and theorized guestions of power and discipline of
bodies in society”. He historicized how modern Europe came to understand
sexuality as a “sexual” affair in itself, and how it became central to a state’s
and a society’s disciplining of their citizens'.
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In this vein, it is important to mention that the very establishment and
separation of sexuality as a field of studies is thus based upon historical
socioeconomic developments in the European and North American contexts.
Foucault has been critiqued for not properly examining the overlapping links
between the emergence of “sexuality” as a field and European colonial and
imperial endeavors®. Today, sexuality and attitudes around it have hecome
a main area through which to build a civilizational difference between a
“progressive” Europe and North America, and a “backward” Middle East
(see LGBTQ).

Studies of sexuality in the Middle Eastern context predominantly include
efforts to historicize sex and desire, and the academic debate has been
influenced hy a similar split between essentialism and constructionism.
Essentialist theorizing includes writers such as Stephen Murray and Will
Roscoe, who understand same-sex desire and acts as trans-historical .
Others, such as Khaled El-Rouayheb, explored male same-sex desire and
sexual acts in the period between 1500-1800 in the Ottoman Arab-Islamic
world, and argued that male same-sex desire was organized very differently
from how we understand it today: desire did not operate as a basis for
identity". Rather, same-sex desire was organized around binaries hetween
sex for love and sex for lust, active and receptive sex roles, and sexual acts
as permitted or outlawed by religion™. Thus, although figures such as “Luti”
and “Ma’bun” [ugalo] existed in this period, they did not refer to identities
that are based on “homosexuality” but rather to sexual roles.

In 2007, Jospeh Massad proposed an extensive history of Arab sexuality in
which he examined the effects of colonization on Arab intellectual thinking
and traced the process through which Arab intellectuals adopted European
Orientalist concepts . Importantly, his work delved into the writings of
Arab historians and intellectuals on themes of sex and sexuality, thereby
creating a bhasis and notably, how the Arab Nahda included a re-writing
of past sexual acts, attitudes, and figures. In the same year, Samar Hahib
published a study on women’s same-sex desire and narratives of sexuality in
Arabic poetry and literature from different historical periods™. Habib argued
for taking academic essentialism seriously and studying “sameness” rather
than only “difference” in the history of (homo)sexuality. Finally, the most
recent published work on “queer” sexuality comes from an anthropological
intervention by Sofian Merabet who theorizes queer men’s same-sex desires
in the city of Beirut™. Studies of same-sex sexuality and desire continue to
multiply™, including works on Iran and Maghreb, and a special attention
to sexual-rights debates. However, most studies remain within the literary
and historical fields with minimal anthropological interventions. In Lebanon,
leftist collectives during the 1990s and 2000s saw the emergence of sexuality
as a political issue, which produced a vivid debate within these circles. In
fact, these leftist mobilizations led to the creation”, at a later stage, of
Helem, an organisation to protect LGBT rights™.
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“Sex work” refers to the act of selling sex. As a term, “sex work” was coined
by activist Carol Leigh in 1978 and subsequently popularized in the United
States through multiple campaigns led by sex workers who demanded
protection, decriminalization, end to their stigmatization, and equal rights".
Thus, the use of the term “sex work” can he regarded as a statement in
support of sex workers’ rights and to an end to their criminalization and
discrimination®. Sex work includes all acts of selling sex: prostitution, porn,
stripping, internet and phone sex, etc. The term “prostitution” continues to
be used hy some, but is associated with several negative connotations and
a history of stigmatization. Prostitution has been linked with dire economic
conditions, poverty, war, and with trafficking in women who are then forced
into the sex industry against their will. Recent policies have attempted to
separate the crime of trafficking from consensual sex work.

Contemporary debates on sex work as well as policies towards it have heen
split along at least three different lines, including abolitionism, legalization,
and decriminalization”. The abolitionist stance argues that the sale of sex
to men should be eliminated primarily because its existence is only possible
due to unequal patriarchal gender relations which facilitate men’s access to
women’s bodies, who are frequently socially disadvantaged (see Patriarchy
and Feminism). Radical feminism has traditionally supported the abolitionist
stance arguing that overall discrimination against women is only further
perpetuated through the sex industry, but often failed to see the class
dimensions of sex work (see Intersectionality).

Legalizing and decriminalizing” sex work are two different approaches to
regulating the sex industry. Legalizing means creating laws that regulate
the buying and the selling of sex, with for example forced health check-
ups for sex workers and specified places of work. Decriminalization refers
to cancelling all laws that criminalize buyers and sellers of sex work (but
does not equate to cancelling of laws against trafficking) thereby easing sex
workers’ ability to report crimes against them and access adequate health
care services. Various states have experimented with the above approaches
to different degrees of success and criticism. For example, the “Swedish
model” includes punishing the buying of sex but does not criminalize selling
it. While this approach aims to facilitate sex workers’ access to rights, health
care, and protection, it still drives a part of sex work underground.

In Lebanon, legal sex work is regulated only through the so-called super
nightclubs, which are allowed to hire foreign workers under the “artist” visa.
However, women who are hired in these clubs are sometimes trafficked and
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forced into the industry, and usually their passports are taken away from
them upon their entry to the country”. Sex work outside of these clubs is
criminalized through a number of articles in the Penal Code which not only
target sex workers themselves but also those who facilitate sex work or
administer it”. The issue continues to be debated publicly mainly through
initiatives, research’, and a campaign by the local NGO Kafa targeting
primarily male sex buyers and the patriarchal attitudes that enable violence
against women through the form of forced sex work”. The campaign overall
favors abolitionism and has been critiqued for not taking into account the
different ways in which sex work is organized in Beirut outside of the super
nightclubs, and how criminalization affects certain groups of sex workers
including transwomen” and gay and gueer men.

Camilla, “Inside the sex work
industry in Lebanon”, Bekhsoos, 08
September 2011, available at:
http://www.bekhsoos.com/2011/09/
inside-the-sex-work-industry-in-
lebanon/ [Last accessed 31.10.2015].

Ahmad J. Saleh, Adriana A. Qubaia,
“Transwomen’s Navigation of Arrest
and Detention In Beirut: A Case Study”,
Civil Society Review, Lebanon Support,
Issue 1, 2015.

&xploring the demand for
prostitution: What Male Buyers Say
About Their Motives, Practices, and
Perceptions, KAFA (enough) Violence &
Exploitation, 201%.

“al-Hawa Ma-Byinshara” [You Can’t
Buy Love], KAFA: Enough Violence and
Exploitation, [No date], available at:
http://www.kafa.org.Ib/kafa-news/80/
Spitiy-lo-(sogll
[Last accessed 30.10.2015]

Saleh and Qubaia, Ibid.
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“Social justice” is frequently invoked as a goal hy most progressive social
movements, but its concrete definition varies with the specificity of the
context. Broadly, social justice can be understood as “a commitment to
welfare grounded in respect for the dignity of persons and the common good.
(-..) [It] includes a broad commitment to alleviating poverty, improving the
quality of life, labor and health care, and diminishing violence”. The emphasis
on welfare has also led to using the term “economic justice” instead, while
the focus on alleviating violence has paved the way to including the issue of
gender equality in demands for social justice.

Historically, political demands framed as “social justice” claims appeared
during the modern period as a reaction to the excesses of industrialization
especially in urban areas across Europe. In the 19th century, “social justice”
became a trope in socialist labor discourse, and its strongest association
continues to he with socialist and social-democratic politics. The term is
frequently discussed with reference to a set of social rights that were
inscribed in UN Covenants since the end of the Second World War and
during the Cold War. Specifically, the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human
Rights includes several articles on welfare rights such as: the right to social
security (art. 22), equal pay for equal work, the right to join trade unions
(art. 23), the right to rest, leisure, and to paid holidays (art. 24), the right
to an adequate standard of living, special protection for motherhood and
childhood (art. 25), and compulsory free-of-charge elementary education (art.
26). In the immediate post Second World War period, social development was
in fact the main aim of UN institutions, and UN bodies dealing specifically
with individual human rights had a more marginal status than they do today.

Importantly, clashing Cold War governments in the 1960s enacted a
separation between individual human rights on the one hand and social
rights on the other. By that decade, “social rights” and the right to social
development had come to be seen as the political platform of the Soviet
Union and aligned “Third World” countries as well as “non-aligned” Arab
states such as Syria and Egypt, with representatives of liberal democracies
arguing for guaranteeing individual rights and freedom from government
interference on the other. Further, some states have used the term as a
way for redressing inequalities among nations and outlining the need for a
global redistribution of wealth. Whereas human rights customarily take the
individual as their scale, social rights are aimed at reorganizing inequality
at the level of societies, which is a crucial difference that has led US-
dominated international institutions to regard the concept of social rights
with suspicion. Since the 1990s, preoccupation with social justice has been
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replaced with attention to the issue of development within and outside the
UN (see also NGOization), with significant monetary aid allocated for market-
friendly economic development (rather than redistribution) and minimal
welfare goals (such as the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger) now
topping the international social agenda.

Feminist political theorist Nancy Fraser has outlined a conceptualization of
“social justice” that grants “social recognition” and “social redistribution”
equal importance. She argues that identity politics claims need to he
placed on an equal footing with claims for redistribution. This would lead
to theorizing “an overarching conception of justice that can accommodate
both defensihle claims for equality and defensible claims for the recognition
of difference.” In her view, misrecognition - caused by societal attribution
of a lower status to certain groups of people because of sexism, racism
and/or heteronormativity - is as important as maldistribution (or unequal
distribution). In other words, human self-realization cannot be achieved
without advocating simultaneously for egalitarian resource redistribution
and the recognition of human diversity. Her stance can he considered a
feminist position on social justice, especially through her emphasis on
understanding and celebrating difference.

Demands for social justice have been clearly articulated in the 2011 wave of
the Arab revolts. Aside from the central aim to end the regimes’ excessive
authoritarian power, economic wellbeing was at the core of the demands
as illustrated by the large workers’ protests taking place in Egypt in the
events leading to the Tahrir revolution, as well as years of revolts in poor
mining areas in Tunisia. In Lebanon, the most recent wave of protests and
social mobilization in 2015 has made very clear demands for social, political,
economic, and environmental justice: the resignation of corrupted officials,
providing basic services such as electricity and accessible water, end to
patriarchal domination, and an end to the environmental trash disaster
gripping Beirut. As such, social justice is a core principle in current regional
and local activism and social movements.

psbaiadll dpeiill st 6puS dysai dilscluo yauadi g o (daclaisdll
ola) calsal sloiclg «(gujgill 8sle] ye Gysall yo 1) Ggudl dyilgall
JLecdll Jgaa j3uaii EoHl il (egallg gdsall paall &iliials) oAl 351l

gl clainll

adlsell” e [j3oai jjua u_uul_l gl @bl OJJQJ..Q.” CIe1Ag s dg
Q_m.ml “L_,_cla.m_lJl joill 8skel’g ¢ U_CLQ.LJJJI u:l}_t.c_lJl” oo “ducloindll

Cug.ng fhal] VY] FOOY) (Eg_:agp - wlholl guag iy Q_IlJ IR aalai dygluie
ol sl 3m ol U ulsg .gujgill salel cidlnoll 8_.0 8lglunall psa UJ.c
oAl el Gilegiiwl e jsla céllsell 8—‘3[3 )5ual” o il L_g;l
Helgw an e @JLQ sag1 alpicillig sloluall (Guaniy Lgic éLo_\Jl Sod
-l U_IAI ClJ}.mJ U.w.m.o]l Sbow Ul agiiy (31 = calpie lll eg 3 JH3 SH9
ayjleall gl/g dpaiell g| u.ll_u.ua_ll }_DJJI oy bl o dueo uchm.o
e ol gl) &joill e e q_m.ml J_cu U — & uiall Cl_u.mJl ._;.uLu.ll e
sg-cll g o pgiles puinll Gany ol Say 4l «(5pal 8)laey (Soluuiall
g8l alyicllg dyilglusoe daydny 3)lgall @ 1joi 6ale] (] alise Cudoll ;o
louidly cdcloindll ddlsell Yl lgui jjupa wa bgo jluicl (ySoug .Sl

a4 claindllg callinlll pga e Lajsyi JUs yo

g il dage o aguags dycloindll diselly &ysliall willhall iépa sal
Jradall guyipll casgll e plaill capaig 2011 plell 6 Crelsil Gill duypell
dia 6 $sbaiadl olal uls «dolailll ddnyasll dslaiwll daludl cLgil
o }_m,o lgisgin il dolgll dullasll cilalaindll o e_mjl Los cudlhall
calygil oo Lllg.i_u.lg Cilgiow e aa (pnill ylswo 898 Ll sl Sl Calsadll
ul;gn Giaal sl saa ol oo Lsi g 0 dpball seill ghlie 4
soidi widllhay s ag_xag_l 2015 plell 4 dycloinll dlueillg culalyiadl
wdlhall oda dloa (jog duiiully dusbaisllly dmbuudlg duclaiadl dllsell
olollg cliygsdl Jio dpmubuwdll cilosall juagig «psawlall ulgguuedl @llaiwl
Spybull diaggll an 2uagy dllnall e 1A Lgill Jgagll Jguy Sl
gaill i e ugpu cuslinl Gl cabilaill dojl Lgapat il dyull d5)lsllg
calll anlallg lnell bliill é lawbul Ixso dscloiadll dlisell jyiai o[3]

Aailall daaclaiadl culsyallg

116



17

Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD) or Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI)
are caused by the transmission of bacteria, viruses and parasites from
person to person especially, but not exclusively, through sexual contact -
some infections classified as STIs can be transmitted from mother to child,
through non-sexual interpersonal contact or blood transfusions.

There are currently 30 identified sexually-transmissible bacterial, viral and
parasitic pathogens'. The most widespread STis are: syphilis, HIV, gonorrhea,
herpes, chlamydia, trichomoniasis, candidiasis, genital warts and cervical
cancer (caused by infection with human papillomavitus - HPV), chancroid
and pubic lice”.

“Sexually Transmitted Infections” is the term increasingly preferred to
“Sexually Transmitted Diseases”. It is argued that “STI” highlights that a
person may he infected while not necessarily developing a disease or may
only show symptoms long after the infection occurred. Until late in the 20th
century, the medical and publicly-used term was “venereal disease’-named
in the 17th century after Venus, Roman goddess of love".

While it is difficult to establish whether ancient Greek and Roman doctors
treated infections that today would be classified as STls, clearer sources
show that Islamic medicine recognized and treated around the year 1000
a form of gonorrhea very likely identical in manifestation to the one
circulating today’ The discovery of penicillin in 1948, an antibiotic which
cured syphilis and some strains of gonorrhea, inaugurated a period of
“therapeutic optimism” about STIs”. The first known cases of HIV, in 1981, and
the subsequent global epidemic caused by the virus, as well as the periodic
resurgence of syphilis since then, have had a sobering effect on the medical
community and international public opinion”.

Besides being ohjects of medical preoccupation, STIs have heen central
to the shaping of social, cultural and political attitudes towards sexuality,
gender, state and scientific authority or global circulation since at least the
Middle Ages. Early on, observers argued that syphilis had been brought back
by sailors from the “newly-discovered” Americas and later, that it was spread
because of modern intra-European armed conflict - for example, it was often
called “The French Disease”, or “the Polish Disease™. Such judgements
reflect how geopolitical games and cultural otherness are produced through
discourses on infection and contagion.

Stigmatization and criminalization of male homosexuality in Europe resulted
in high syphilis infections among MSM and difficulty in accessing treatments

World Health Organization, Global
incidence and prevalence of selected
curable sexually transmitted
infections, 2008, Geneva, Switzerland,
World Health Organization, 2012, p.1,
available at: http://appswho.int/iris/

Encyclopadia Britannica Online,
s. v. “Sexually transmitted disease
(STD)”, 2015, availahle at: http://www.
britannica.com/science/sexually-
transmitted-disease
[Last accessed 16.09. 2015]

Jenelle Marie Davis, “STD vs STI
- What's the Difference?”, The STD
Project website, available at:
http://www.thestdproject.com/std-vs-
sti-whats-the-difference/
[Last accessed 15.09.2015].
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(see MSM)". The pattern would be repeated during the 20th century HIV
epidemic, with AIDS receiving the homophobic “gay plague” label”. The
spread of HIV has led to the development of global public health regimes,
and arguably, the trend has led to NGOization in the field of reproductive
and sexual health (see NGOization). Thus, HIV/AIDS significantly shaped
gay rights issues and activism in the US. and Europe, such as ACT UP in
Europe. The dynamics of this history also continue to shape local groups and
organizations in Lebanon, some of which have decided to be specialized in
health issues including Marsa and the M Coalition.

According to the World Health Organization, from 2005 to 2008, there has
been an increase in the global incidence of chlamydia (41 %), gonorrhea
(21%) and trichomonas (11.2%) . The total incidence of selected curabhle
STls for the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region was 26,4 million, in 2008-
one of the lowest numbers by globhal regions™. Glohally, it was estimated
that in 2010, 14,200,000 HIV-infected persons were eligible for antiretroviral
therapy. In the North Africa and Middle East region there were an estimated
of 150,000 such cases, the lowest global percentage™.

Daniel J. Oriel, op. cit, pp 171-213.
Ibid, p. 219.
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“Violence” can be defined, in the first instance, as the use of force against
another person or entity. Violence can bhe physical, sexual or psychological
and can also take the form of deprivation. It can occur between individuals
(family, community), have a collective character (as in social, political and
economic violence) or he self-inflicted. “Economic violence” can entail
taking economic advantage of people, in different contexts such as the
workplace or the family. “Structural violence” describes violence occurring
within and supported by social structures and institutions. Racism, sexism
and classism are forms of structural violence. Structural violence functions
interdependently with other types of violence, including gender-hased
violence, war or intra-family violence.

European scholars writing after the Second World War have supported
the thesis of a decline in violence in the modern period, as a result of a
‘civilizing’ process that led to the repression of brutality (Elias), the shift
from state brutality to discipline (Foucault)” and the increasing exercise
of violence through cultural forms rather than mere coercion (Bourdieu’s
“symbolic violence™). An early postwar exception to this line of arguing, Franz
Fanon’s “The Wretched of the Earth™ has portrayed violence as the mark of
colonial governance, ever-present and arhitrary. The growing visibility of
feminist and post-colonial frameworks in the past decades led to renewed
attention towards the continued existence of quotidian physical violence
in most people’s lives and the connection between interpersonal and inter-
state violence. Furthermore, there is a growing awareness that violence
overwhelmingly targets or affects disadvantaged social groups; previously, it
was frequently argued the most disadvantaged persons were also the main
perpetrators of interpersonal violence due to the frustrations of economic
deprivation”.

In certain frameworks of thought, such as Marxism and the related socialist
feminism, violence is the mark of the exercise of power and necessary for
maintaining a hold on power (see Power). For others, among which the
philosopher Hanna Arendt, power (as something that only emerges through
collective action as per her conception) is entirely distinct from the use of
force and the exercise of authority. Yet others have pointed out that physical
violence and coercion are not always necessary to maintain existing power
arrangements, that people can be disciplined to regulate themselves’.
Indeed, it can be argued that one of the main fault lines between Marxian
and post-structuralist feminists is drawn hetween different understandings
of the relationship between power and violence.
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In the past three decades, one of the most interesting interventions in public
discussions about violence with important consequences in activism and
policy-making, has been the socialist and liberal feminist problematization
of violence against women and then of gender-based violence more broadly.
They argued that violence against women is a result of patriarchal domination
or liberal states’ unwillingness to intervene in the “private sphere”. The
internationalization of European and American human rights discourses
on violence against women has been criticized, particularly by feminists
themselves, as having neglected local dynamics, holstered state social
control and promoted professionalization and NGOization around the world
(see NGOization). On the other hand, as in the case of Lebanon, the evolution
of approaches to gender-based violence, including the problematization of
a historically-dominant “Violence Against Women” conceptual framework,
point to a more complex form of cultural and policy transfer in the so-called
developing world.

“Violence against women” (VAW) was a term estahlished following several
international conferences during which activists and NGOs pressured for
the international recognition of violence against women as a central issue
in the fight for women’s rights and gender equality. As a result, the United
Nations Declaration on the Elimination of Vielence in 1993 states that
“violence against women is a manifestation of historically unequal power
relations between men and women, which have led to domination over
and discrimination against women hy men and to the prevention of the full
advancement of women, and that violence against women is one of the crucial
social mechanisms by which women are forced into a subordinate position
compared with men™. Thus, in this framework, VAW may be considered as a
form of discrimination against women.

“Gender-bhased violence” (GBV) refers to any act of violence based on social
gender differences. For women, GBV could take the form of discrimination
in access to services, sexual exploitation (trafficking), sexual harassment,
domestic violence, spoliation. GBV can also be analyzed in the broader
social context where male privilege and power over women is reinforced
through violence. Women are more at risk in times of conflict, since they
are more vulnerable to sexual violence (including rape) but also to domestic
violence, early marriage, or cases of what was coined as “survival sex™ the
exchange of sex for food or help, as was observed recently in the wake of
the Syrian refugee crisis in Lebanon”. An increase in GBV against men is
also observabhle in times of conflicts, but ideas about masculinity and other
gender stereotypes are often obstacles in men disclosing gender-hased
violence perpetrated against them™.
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It has been argued that both the VAW framework and dominant understandings
of “non-discrimination” can reaffitm gender hinaries and lead to the
exclusion of gender non-conforming individuals™. This debate is illustrated
by the ongoing discussion around the law for the protection of women from
family violence, voted in Lebanon in 2014 and spearheaded by the NGO KAFA.
By identifying women as the sole recipients of such violence, the law does
not cover gay men, transwomen victims of family violence (nevertheless, the
Lebanese LBGT movement strongly supported the campaign since it was seen
as granting some protection to queer and leshian women)™. In this context,
Lebanese activists face the constant struggle of raising awareness about
the differences between notions of VAW and GBV.

Activists in Lebanon try to differentiate between cgill guluwl le caic
w—cloiadll (GBV) and uiall julawl (e (sex-based violence). Also, activists
and NGOs work on popularizing terms such as duali (survivor) instead of
éy~a (victim) and emphasizes the rights of violence survivors, especially
in legal discussions and discourses. This is meant to avoid reproducing the
discourse on women as societal victims and ascribing violence only to cis-men
- meanings that exist implicitly in the VAW framework. Furthermore, activists
worked on shifting the language of violence, from “domestic violence” (_ljio),
to “family violence” (k:s}_mi). The latter term allows for the incorporaﬂun of
cases that could occur outside the household, an important intervention
considering the structure of kinship in Lebanon and the frequent perpetration
of GBV by members of the extended family. The downside of a definition
of family that refers to kinship networks is the exclusion of familial forms
such as non-married couples or queer families. An additional issue with the
family-centric definition incorporated in the new law is that it does not cover
(migrant) domestic workers. Although they might live in the same household as
the violence perpetrator, domestic workers are not protected under this law.
As employees, their protection must be regulated by a different set of laws.

Several other legal and social dynamics contribute to the GBV phenomenon
in Lebanon and compound difficulties in addressing it. Because the Personal
Status Law (regulating marriage, divorce, child custody and inheritance)
designates religious institutions to administer family relations™, domestic
violence is under-reported. This may be due to a perception that the law is
not on the side of the abused but instead favors the unity of the family. It
can also be argued that civil war violence has led to the normalization of
domestic violence and, possibly, its increase. Furthermore, the strong cultural
perception of the family household as a space free of violence results in NGO
representatives’ unwillingness to address family violence as a structural
problem™. This happens despite the fact that households are spaces where
intense violence - whether economic, physical, sexual - is perpetrated.
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In English, “work” derives from the Indo-European “werg”, meaning “to do”.
Work has been defined as “a purposeful human activity involving physical
or mental exertion that is not undertaken solely for pleasure and that
has economic and symbolic value™. Such a broad definition is necessary
considering that the activity itself has a wide range of meanings: it has
been conceptualized as a commodity, as essential for personal fulfillment, as
a social relation, as the activity of caring for others, as a key component of
identity, and as a form of service”. Second-wave feminist theorizing has been
crucial in emphasizing the existence of a gendered division of labor, which
ascribes several forms of unpaid work to women. In the contemporary context
of neoliberal economies, marked by the rule of the market and a decrease of
the regulating role of the state, employment has hecome precarious and the
worker is considered “disposable™.

“Work” is not identical to employment; it is a type of activity that goes heyond
the wage relation. Unlike employment, work can be private or public, paid
or unpaid. In the highly-influential Marxist conception, “living labor” is a
form of joyous, collective and creative work'. It is this potential for “living
labor” that is appropriated within a capitalist mode of production where the
division of labor leads to workers’ alienation from themselves and the fruit
of their work.

Consistently since the 1970s, feminist scholarship has been arguing for
expanding the category and for publicizing, politicizing and eventually
radically transforming work”. Liberal, socialist and radical feminists have
had somewhat different positionings on gender and labor. For liberals
and many socialists, lahor market equality with men and an end to unpaid
housework were key demands. The sociology of labor which was shaped by
these strands of feminism has made significant contributions in the past
five decades to understanding phenomena such as the gendered division of
labor within families, women’s “double shift” (formal work and housework),
the gendered segregation of the labor market, the systematic wage gap
between women and men, obstacles to job promotion and other labor market
and state policy mechanisms that exclude on the basis of gender, race and
sexuality”. In addition, some of these studies have shown that a significant
number of women work in what are called “care services” (homecare of
elderly, sick people or people with disabilities, social work etc.), which is
a concentration which illustrates the frequent social construction of jobs
along traditional gender identity and roles; some scholars have argued that
the very nature of this work leads to a blurring of boundaries between paid
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work and caregiving’, possibly enabling the devaluation of care work and
its underpayment.

The arguably more radical second-wave Marxist feminists developed a series
of interesting propositions concerning the role of the gendered division of
labor, or of women as a group within the capitalist mode of production.
Rather than simply pointing to the need to share housework or pay for
housework, scholars working in this vein argued that housework is part of
the social reproduction of capitalism, enabling the continual reproduction of
the workforce at the lowest possible cost for capitalists. Some also argued
that women are “doubly alienated” in capitalism, because they are exploited
through both patriarchal and capitalist arrangements, while others argued
that private patriarchal power was replaced with a “public patriarchy”
which generates and justifies the lower-paid wage labor in which women
laborers are concentrated”.

The Marxian feminist narrative has heen criticized by post-structuralists for
its economic reductionism and insufficient attention to identities. On the
other hand, materialist feminists (who seek to hlend postcolonial, postmodern
and Marxist feminist theorizing) have sought to keep some of the elements
of this analysis™. For example, according to feminist theorist Kathi Weeks™,
the insistence of feminist scholars on the importance of immaterial labor in
capitalist production and the introduction of categories such as “emotional
work” or “affective labor” have been crucial contributions to understanding
the current service-oriented labor regimes which increasingly dominate
parts of Europe, North America, and parts of the Middle East.

In the classical account hy Friedrich Engels, the invention of private property
led to the subordination of women. While arguing that capitalism thrives on
the gendered division of labor, Engels recognized that capitalism also affords
women a degree of independence from family patriarchs by enabling them to
enter waged work. Yet Engels stressed that because of the problem of unpaid
housework, women’s liberation can only be achieved when care is socialized
within a socialist system™. Consequently, he saw working class women’s
interests as entirely aligned with the goals and broader demands of the
working class movement in general . 19th century and 20th century women’s
labor activism, as evidenced most famously by the 8th of March 1857 strike
by women garment workers in New York for better working conditions™,
seemingly belongs to this vision of an easy fit of the “woman question”
within class struggle. On the other hand, women’s demands within the labor
movement, whether for fairer public or private work arrangements, have
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generally been sources of tension and led to expectations of compromise on
the part of the feminists ™.

The evolution of a capitalist mode of production, feminists point out, was
predicated on the division of private and public, in other words on the
creation of two apparently well-differentiated realms of public waged labor
and private unpaid labor. Besides this division, capitalism and the so-called
Industrial Revolution rested on an international division of labor, in which
an industrializing core benefitted from hyperexploitative or coercive work
practices in colonized or other peripheral areas that supplied agricultural
goods and raw materials. In the case of colonized African states, not
only did Europe intentionally underdevelop the continent but also “the
colonial process, as it advanced, brought the women of the colonized
people progressively down from a former high position of relative power
and independence to that of ‘heastly’ and degraded ‘nature™.” Economic
calculations initially denied slave women the position of mothers and wives
and later pushed women in colonized territories out of waged labor into a
position of formal dependence (and effectively into invisible unpaid work),
through a process famously termed “housewifization”

Since the 1960s, in industrialized countries, women entered male-dominated
professions in an accelerated rhythm, challenging patriarchal preconceptions
while nonetheless having to deal with obstacles such as acceptance or
reconciliation of family life and work and failing to eradicate “occupational
segregation”™’ and the double shift. Moreover, the majority of the working
poor are women; they also hold the most precarious jobs. In a neoliberal
economic context, service economies rely on flexible, deregulated labor.
Manufacturing jobs are increasingly outsourced to the so-called developing
world to increase production and drive down costs at the expense of
workers’ rights. The garment (sweatshop) industry employs predominantly
women and is an example of the extremely negative consequences of this
production model for workers™, that has spread to several countries in the
Middle East who not only employ the local poor but also import foreign
labor. In addition, the capitalist models have led to the development of highly
gendered global chains of care labor: professional and middle class women
increasingly employ migrant women to do in-home care work and domestic
labor, evident not only in some European and North American economies ~but
also in Lebanon, the Gulf states and several economies across the Arab
world. This monetization of care work can be interpreted as the unfortunate
resolution of the “double shift” issue in richer countries or families with
means hy precariously employing poorer women.
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Feminist political propositions on the guestion of waged work and the
gendered division of labor have ranged from the classical demands for an
end to wage discrimination and sexual harassment, to provocative demands
of wages for housework™. For other feminists, thinking about care work
has led to the emergence of a feminist moral theory called the “ethics of
care”, concerned with what makes actions morally right or wrong and an
emphasis on the importance of response and conditions of vulnerability and
inequality”.

Currently, in Lebanon, the majority of working women are employed in the
informal sector, in agriculture, domestic work, social care, and NGOs -
forms of work that are often unwaged or unregulated by labor law. Women
represent only 23% of the paid workforce and are discriminated against in
term of employment opportunities, equality in wages, henefits, and sick and
maternity leave. Working women often work “double shifts”, since they also
perform domestic work. A recent study™ attested that women in different
Lebanese communities perform most of the house work. Nonetheless, the
pieces showed a correlation between a decrease of housework done and
an increase in the number of women working in paid jobs. Still, access to
paid work is not necessarily related to women’s liberation but more to the
economic situation of the household and a need to work “outside the house”
(barrat al bayt). Women accessing the workforce have left a gap in the care
duties, since they were expected to perform duties such as taking care of
children, old and sick relatives. A lack of services from the state such as
nurseries or homes for the elderly has led to the increasing mobilization of
external help, in the form of migrant domestic workers (Syrian women as
well as women from Sti Lanka, Ethiopia, and Bangladesh). Vast discrimination
against these women (who constitute over 200,000 workers) persists both
socially and legally, and the workers have been organizing themselves and
demanding equal rights through unionization
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